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Introduction
One of the hottest debates in the Christian community is over what will happen to unredeemed man at
death. Since the inception of the human race, a staggering 90% are estimated to have died faithless. This
is a very important debate and the implications are massive. Just about everyone knows friends and
relatives who have died without knowing the saving grace of God through Jesus Christ. What will
become of them is a question that should be asked, and one that deserves a solid answer.
I recently counted 84 books on Amazon.com that deal with this important subject in various ways. The
majority of them approach the subject from a consideration of the nature of God and what men think
about His relationship to the created order. What we think and how we understand the implications of
one view or another does not really matter. Equally sincere and wise people can come up with
completely different conclusions when what they believe and why they believe it is based on personal
thought.
The sad part is that very few of these works honestly and fully investigate what the Scriptures say about
this subject. It’s what the Scriptures themselves say that’s important. Only the Word of God states the
truth from God Himself. But then we again run into problems in interpretation. It’s very easy to find
individual verses that support one’s own opinion, and concentrate on those verses while disregarding all
others that refute that position. This cherry-picking of verses is no guarantee for truth. You can find
verses in the Bible say just about anything you want when you conduct “research” in this manner. We
must consider all the verses about a subject before we come to any conclusion.
My own position on this subject changed when I fully examined the evidence the Word of God presents.
You can tell from the title that I believe the Word of God teaches Universal Reconciliation. I believe God
will save the entire creation and will become “All in all.” In this short work, I will present the irrefutable
proof, direct from the Word of God, that supports this position.
By partaking in this study, you will benefit in the following ways.


You will come to better know and understand God, Who truly is the Sovereign God of Love,
Wisdom and Power.



You’ll get a better grasp of the scope of Christ’s accomplishment on the cross for the glory of God
and the salvation of the universe.



Finally, you’ll see yourself in God’s plan more clearly. This will cause growth from within you in
faith, hope and love, the three principal character traits we aspire to grow into now.

Understanding the nature of God and His relationship to the created order is certainly important. But we
must make sure the information we base our conclusions on are indeed the Word of God and not the
opinions of men and tradition for the sake of tradition. Through my studies, which I present more
completely in the three-volume series mentioned above, I have found certain truths to be evident that I
most humbly believe and boldly declare.
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I Assert the Following in Relation to this Study
•

We worship the Sovereign God who is Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent through
His Spirit

•

God is love and God is light

•

God is wise, righteous, just, forgiving, full of mercy and full of grace

•

God is the Father of His creation, which is His family

•

God has a purpose in creation and a plan to fulfill that purpose

•

He is a wise master builder – He didn’t start something He couldn’t finish

•

God works all things after the immutable council of His own will

•

God’s Word does not go out void but accomplishes that which He pleases

Such a God as this could never have started something so beautiful that went so terribly wrong unless
there is a reason, yes, a divine purpose for what is happening. God isn’t a scavenger hunter and He isn’t
desperately trying to salvage what He can out of a catastrophe. Neither is He unloving or uncaring
toward unbelievers, whether they have not heard, or have been deceived by the god of this eon.
In accord with His nature, God would suffer eternally more than His creatures if He should fail in saving
and reconciling any of them, even one. Enough. Sin and the results of it will not mar God’s creation
forever. They have their day and then will be disposed of. We are interested in learning why things are
the way they are, and where we are in God’s plan so we can know Him, and what He would have us to
be and do as part of His plan. But we must get this information from God Himself, through His Word.

Some Important Facts
We cannot look at the world today and surmise what God’s purpose and plan are. We live in the midst
of a tragedy, one brought on by man himself in defiance of God. When we think in the sheer numbers of
people who have lived and die – and will continue to do so – and compare that number with an estimate
of how many people actually believe Jesus died for their sins, was buried and was raised from the dead,
we gasp at the small percentage of people who will actually be “saved” by the Biblical standard.
•

Billions of people are born and die every generation without knowing the saving grace of God
through Jesus Christ

•

Only 31.7 percent of the world’s population is considered Christian

•

The percentage of those that meet the Biblical definition is much smaller

•

Perhaps as high as 90% of humankind will die faithless

Why? How can this be? Why is God letting all this go on? Does the devil have “the upper hand” now?
Why can’t God control His creatures? These are the questions that demand verified truthful answers
from God’s Word. I present this information in my three-volume series, “Unto Perfection.” Allow me to
present the title of each volume in this three volumes.
Unto Perfection: Correcting and Adjusting Doctrine to Agree with God’s Word
•

Page 10

Volume 1: What the Word of God says about Life, Death and Life Beyond Death

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

•

Volume 2: What the Word of God says about Salvation: The Forgiveness of Sins, Conciliation,
Justification, and Reconciliation

•

Volume 3: God’s Purpose in Creation: The Consummation of All Things

You can download these from the LiveFaith.TV site. Take the time and make the effort to work through
these three books so you can be fully informed of what God’s Word says about these things. And if God
inspires you… get Involved in this ministry! We help people grow in faith, hope and love. Visit
LiveFaith.TV for details.
I have one question to ask you at this point. “What will happen to unredeemed man at death? Think
about it. You may have considered this before, or you may have been taught something through church
involvement. Perhaps you’ve never considered it. What do you think? What will happen to unredeemed
man at death?
Once you’ve formulated your answer, I have another question to ask. How does your answer line up
with the following verse?
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him [Christ] to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven.
Did your answer line up with God reconciling all in heaven and on earth to Himself through the cross of
Christ?
How did your view line up with God becoming “All in all?”
 I Corinthians 15:28 – And when all things shall be subdued unto him [Christ], then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him [God] that put all things under him [Christ], that God may be All
in all.
Did your answer compare with God becoming “All in all?” This is God’s purpose in creation: to be All in
all His created beings. What a glorious purpose! God doesn’t just want a “relationship” with you – He
wants to live through you!

The Evidence Presented
This work is a direct study of 12 Biblical texts that confirm that God will reconcile the entire universe to
Himself, at which time He will be All in all His created beings.
The purpose of this book is to simply present the evidence that proves God will reconcile all, and will
indeed become All in all of His created beings. If you are one who has never heard of Universal
Reconciliation, or who has but has not considered the vast body of Scriptural evidence behind it; or even
if you visited it before but were left with a negative view of it, then I encourage you to begin your quest
for the truth with this book. I will help you, through God’s Word, to sort out the inconsistencies.
I will not cover all the verses that are used to refute what I present here, but I have covered these in my
three-volume series called “Unto Perfection: Correcting and Adjusting Doctrine to Agree with God’s
Word,” mentioned above, which is available from the LiveFaith.TV web site. The content that follows in
this book is taken from the third volume of that series, called “God’s Purpose in Creation: The
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Consummation of All Things.” This book serves as a preview of what you can expect in that series.
Reading the entire series will give you the full picture on this important topic.
In my 40 or so years of study and fellowship in the Word of God, I have sought to distinguish truth from
error. It’s been a grand learning experience, and I’ve had to change my position on various subjects as
God has shown me more in His Word of truth. This is the path of learning that all of us must go through
if we are to arrive at the truth on any subject. It’s a process of learning and adjusting what we believe as
we learn more. The learning process demands this readjustment process no matter who you are or what
subject you are studying.
I simply ask you to consider this question, “Will God save everyone or not?” Keep an open mind, and
always compare what I or anyone says with the written Word of God itself to see whether those things
are so. If I help you see and understand even a smidgen more of God’s love and grace and mercy
through this work, I will consider it a success.
As always, if you want to contact me, you can find my contact information on the LiveFaith.TV web site. I
am always looking for those who hunger and thirst after righteousness and the truth that the Word of
God presents. I am also open to any honest criticism or dissent. Truth is what I’m after, not fiction. God’s
Word is truth. Let’s get to that now!
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Three Views of God’s Sentencing of Unredeemed Man
There are three major views about the fate of unredeemed man. There are variations of each of these
three, but we will concentrate on the main body of belief each one is built upon. Let’s take a look at
these three views.
1) Eternal Torment: Unredeemed man is sentenced to eternal torture in the lake of fire.
2) Annihilation: Unredeemed man is annihilated when cast into the lake of fire.
3) Universal Reconciliation: Unredeemed man will eventually be saved and reconciled to God.
These are the only three possibilities for the destiny of unredeemed man. These three views cannot
coexist because they are contradictory between themselves. Only one of these views can be correct. So,
which one is? Only the Word of God tells us the truth.
Let’s look at a brief synopsis of each. I realize there are many variations of each, but I will stick to the
basic definition of each since the shades are all derivations or combinations of these three.

Eternal Torment of Unredeemed Man
Sometimes this is called “Eternal Damnation.” This view states that man has the opportunity to believe
and confess Jesus Christ before death of the mortal body. There is no further chance for salvation after
death. The soul is said to be immortal, hence it has to live somewhere. This view is based upon the belief
that the soul never dies, and that God hates sin and unbelief so much that man must be tortured – not
indefinitely – but eternally in the lake of fire, which most proponents of this view also call “hell” as well
as “Gehenna.”
The doctrine of eternal torment states that Satan and the “fallen angels” are forever damned, never to
be redeemed. They will “burn in hell” which they also call the lake of fire, forever with unredeemed
man. The antichrist and the false prophet are included in this fate as well.

Annihilation of Unredeemed Man
The second view of the fate of unredeemed man is called “annihilation.” This means that when someone
dies, they stay dead forever, except for when they are raised from the dead at the resurrection of the
unjust to face judgment for their individual sins at the Great White Throne. They are raised, judged and
are sentenced, then they die again and are thrown into the lake of fire. This view states that permanent
death is the end of unredeemed man.
The doctrine of annihilation states that Satan and the “fallen” angels are forever damned, never to be
redeemed. Only they will “burn in hell” or in the lake of fire forever. Some include the antichrist and the
false prophet in this fate as well.
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Universal Reconciliation
The third and final view is that eventually, all mankind will be saved. God is saving everyone, but in
stages. Christ was the first to be made alive permanently, those who are Christ’s will be made alive at his
coming and the rest will be made alive at the Consummation at the conclusion of the New Heaven and
New Earth.
Unbelievers will believe when they see the Lord Jesus at the Great White Throne, just like Saul believed
when He saw the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus. Paul said he was an example or “pattern” of how
God will redeem all His enemies. Paul believed through sight when he met the Lord in his glorified body.
So shall all God’s enemies.
Unbelievers will be raised and judged, and each will serve the sentence he or she receives. Afterward,
they will die a second time. Their dead bodies will be thrown into the lake of fire. They will remain dead
during the eon of the new heaven and earth while the righteous will live. At the conclusion of the new
heaven and earth, the Consummation will occur when the dead – those who have died the second death
– will be raised and death, the last enemy, will finally be destroyed. Some proponents of this view also
believe the devil and the entire celestial host who oppose God will also be purified and saved.
This view is called Universal Reconciliation and seems to be the most controversial. It certainly is the
least taught out of the three views of the sentencing of unredeemed man.
This view has wrongly been called “Christian Universalism” or “Unitarianism.” Sometimes, what is called
Christian Universalism is in fact Universal Reconciliation, but other strains align more with Unitarianism
which denies the rightly divided Scriptures and uses them as a touchpoint only. Unitarianism is fraught
with errors and contradictions and denies the atonement of Christ’s sacrifice. Universal Reconciliation is
not a divergent strain of Christian Unitarianism or most forms of Universalism, so please be careful not
to confuse it with them. Unfortunately, today, many use the terms interchangeably.
The descriptive title “Universal Reconciliation is grounded in Scripture, namely Colossians 1:20, and it is
always best to use the exact words God uses so we don’t introduce stray thoughts and error by adding
words or using out own to describe what we think the text is saying. The word “universal” includes the
entire universe of God’s creatures: both those in heaven and those in earth. The word “reconciliation”
means to restore a relationship that is broken. These phrases are used in Colossians 1:20 which we will
look at later in this work.

Which View is Correct?
You may be surprised to discover that all three views are found in the modern versions of the Bible. No
wonder confusion reigns regarding God’s judgments and the final state of unredeemed man. But if we
allow God’s Word interpret itself to us, these contradictions will disappear in the light of truth.
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The chart below shows the principal verses that pertain to each.

Eternal Torment
(Damnation)

Annihilation

Universal
Reconciliation

Revelation 20:10

Revelation 20:14

Matthew 25:46
(eternal punishment)

II Thessalonians 1:9

Reconciliation:
Colossians 1:20
Justification”
Romans 5:18
Vivification:
I Corinthians 15:22

Now we want to examine the Scriptures to see which of these three views is correct and which ones do
not hold any spiritual water, so to speak. We can only do that by looking at the judgments of God in light
of God’s nature and His ultimate purpose which is to become All in all. We must separate truth from the
error wholly from within God’s Word itself. This more complete examination is done in Volume Three of
the “Unto Perfection” series, “God’s Purpose in Creation: The Consummation of All Things.”
Here I will present the irrefutable proof of Universal Reconciliation and answer the top 10 common
objections to this doctrine. Be sure to watch the videos that accompany this book. You can find this
course on LiveFaith.TV.
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Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation
The Word of God presents irrefutable proof that through the blood of Christ’s cross, God shall reconcile
all things in heaven and earth to Himself. I will present abundant proof in this section.

Every Knee will Bow and Every Tongue Confess that Jesus is Lord
God’s nature is love. He is Almighty, only Wise, and everywhere present through His Spirit. He is not
limited by man’s weak will but orders all things after the council of His own will (Ephesians 1:11). He has
declared that every knee shall bow to him and declare Jesus is Lord to His own glory.
 Philippians 2:9-11 – Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in
earth, and [things] under the earth;
And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.
This verse is a quotation from Isaiah. Let’s look at it.
 Isaiah 45:23 – I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and
shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.
God set forth the truth that every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall swear, or confess… This
confession is related to God being over all. The context of this verse is Israel, for we read in the 25 th
verse of the same passage, “In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” Not one
person in Israel is excluded. We shall see this extends to the whole human race when quoted in
Philippians. The realm has widened; God is God of all people, Gentiles also, not just Israel.
There are six questions we must ask and answer from God’s Word in order to better understand this
section of Scripture in Philippians.
1. What is the “name above every name?”
2. What does the word “every” mean?
3. What does the word “bow” mean?
4. What are “[things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth?”
5. What does the word “confess” mean?
6. What does the phrase “to the glory of God the Father” mean?

1) What is the “name above every name?”
 Philippians 2:9-11 – Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him [Christ Jesus], and given him a
name which is above every name:
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A person’s “name” is the representation of the whole person; his authority, character and actions. We
find a record in the book of Acts that demonstrates the power inherent in “the name of Jesus Christ.”
That authority was delegated to him by His Father, God.
 Acts 3:1-16 – Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being
the ninth hour.
And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;
Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.
And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.
And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.
And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength.
And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and
leaping, and praising God.
And all the people saw him walking and praising God:
And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.
And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto
them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.
And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man
to walk?
The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son
Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined
to let him go.
But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;
And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses.
And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know:
yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.
What a miracle! Through “faith in his name” the lame man was healed. Jesus is here depicted as “the
Prince of life” from whom healing of body, mind and spirit flows.
Page 18

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

But how did the ruling class of Israel react? Did they care about the man who was healed? No, they
cared about their position and reign over the people and this healing was both inconvenient to them
and a threat to their status as Israel’s rulers. Let’s see how they responded.
Acts 4:1-12 – And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and
the Sadducees, came upon them,
Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the
dead.
And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.
Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about
five thousand.
And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes,
And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the
kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.
And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have
ye done this?
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of
Israel,
If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is
made whole;
Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand
here before you whole.
This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.
No other name has been given whereby we “must” be saved. Many people believe in other so-called
“great names” but God has given only one name by which all mankind must be saved. That is the name
of Jesus the Christ.
We read more about this “name” in Ephesians.
 Ephesians 4:15-23 – Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto
all the saints,
Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;
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That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of him:
The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power,
Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places,
Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
Christ is the name above every name – not only in this eon but in that which is to come. At the name of
Jesus, every knee will bow, and every tongue shall confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
This is the name of the One to behold – the Christ – the Savior of the world.

2) What does the word “every” mean?
 Philippians 2:10 –That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and
[things] in earth, and [things] under the earth;
The word “every” is the Greek word, “pas” which means, “every, all.” It is limited only by the context in
which it appears. If there is no restriction in the context, the word means “all without exception.”
Strong’s #3956: “pas,” “all,” “every”
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: pas
Phonetic Spelling: (pas)
Definition: all, every
Usage: all, the whole, every kind of.
Let’s look at how this word is used elsewhere.
 Romans 4:11 – And he [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of
the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all [Greek: “pas,”
“all”] them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed
unto them also.
Here “all” is restricted to mean “all those who believe.” We can see the context limits the word “all” to
“them that believe.”
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 II Corinthians 1:3 – Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all [Greek: “pas,” “all”] comfort.
Is God only the God of “some” comfort? Of course not, He is the God of “all” comfort – all comfort
without exception. There is no limiting word or phrase on the context.
In the context of Philippians 2:10 there is no limiting phrase, therefore, “every” means “all without
exception.” Every human being, without exception, will eventually bow their knees in worship and
acclaim the Lord Jesus, to the glory of God the Father.

3) What does the word “bow” mean?
 Philippians 2:9,10a – Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…
The word “bow” is used of worshipping God, not feigned submission. It’s used by the apostle Paul of his
own worship in Ephesians 3:14 (“For this cause I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”).
Bow is Strong’s G2578: “κάμψῃ,” “κάμπτω”, “kamptō” which means “to bend: —bow”
a. to bend, bow: τό γόνυ (and τά γούνατα), the knee (the knees), used by Homer of those taking a
seat or sitting down to rest (Iliad 7, 118; 19, 72); in Biblical Greek with the dative of person to one
i. e. in honor of one, in religious veneration; used of worshippers: Romans 11:4 and 1 Kings 19:18
(where for כ ַָּרעfollowed by ;) ְלπρός τινα, toward (unto) one, Ephesians 3:14.
b. reflexively, to bow oneself: κάμψει πᾶν γόνυ ἐμοί, shall bow to me (in honor), i. e. everyone shall
worship me, Romans 14:11 (from Isaiah 45:23); ἐν τῷ ὀνόματι Ἰησοῦ, in devout recognition of
the name (of κύριος) which Jesus received from God, Philippians 2:10 (cf. Winers Grammar, 390
(365); Lightfoot, Meyer, in the place cited; also ὄνομα, especially sub at the end. Compare:
ἀνακάμπτω, συγκάμπτω).
“Kampto” is used of worship.
 Romans 11:4 – But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven
thousand men, who have not bowed [Greek: “kampto”] the knee to the image of Baal.
 Ephesians 3:14 – For this cause I bow [Greek: “kampto”] my knees unto the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
We see clearly that “bow” means to “worship.” This is not something that can be faked. God will not be
mocked. It does not bring glory to God the Father when someone feignedly bows in worship.

3) What are “[things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth?”
 Philippians 2:10 –That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and
[things] in earth, and [things] under the earth;
Next, we must consider what the phrase “all in heaven and in earth and under the earth” means.
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•

The word “things” is not in the Greek text.

•

All “in heaven” refers to the spiritual host – spirits, spiritual beings, demons

•

All “in earth” refers to people

•

All “under the earth” refers to those who have died and have been buried

These three phrases include all God’s created beings without exception. No other creatures exist. Every
creature of God will bow in worship and will acclaim Jesus is Lord, and will thereby glorify God the
Father.
Ephesians 1:10 reveals a secret God held from before the disruption of the world. It’s called the “secret
of Christ” in Ephesians 3. Let’s see what this secret reveals.
 Ephesians 1:8-10 – Wherein he [God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ] hath abounded toward
us in all wisdom and prudence;
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself:
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
We see that Christ will be Head over all things in heaven and on earth “in the dispensation of the
fullness of times” which corresponds with the New Heaven and New Earth. This complete Headship of
Christ will be realized in the future and has already begun with Christ being Head over all things to the
church, which is his body. This refers to Christians today during the Administration of the Secret.
The companion verse to Ephesians 1:10, above, is Colossians 1:20. For Christ to head up all in heaven
and in earth, he has to save and reconcile all in heaven and on earth.
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him [Christ] to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven.
Those “under the earth” mentioned in Philippians 2:10, referring to those who have died, will no longer
be “under the earth” after they are raised from the dead. That’s why nothing “under the earth” is
mentioned here in Colossians 1:20.
Now our human minds go a bit crazy at this point. With all we have heard and been taught; for some
reason we just can’t accept this truth outright as we should. Theology denies it. But pause for a moment
and think about it. This is God speaking, not man. It is an unrighteous and unbelieving attitude that
repudiates the Word of God and makes it “of none effect.” You can read it for yourself – do you see it
right here in God’s Word or not?
I urge you to think about this deeper than you ever have. Think of it in terms of the Father’s purpose in
creation – to become All in all. The confession “all” will make is useless and fraudulent if it is not
believed. Belief is all God asks of us. Belief is all we can offer and even our ability to respond that way is
a gift from God.
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4) What does the word “confess” mean?
Philippians 2:11 – And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.
“Confess” is to “praise,” or “acclaim.” This bowing and this confession are straight from the heart.
Strong’s #G1843: ἐξομολογέω exomologéō, ex-om-ol-og-eh'-o; from G1537 and G3670; to
acknowledge or (by implication, of assent) agree fully: —confess, profess, promise.
1 aorist ἐξωμολόγησα; middle, [present εξ- ὀμολογοῦμαι]; future ἐξομολογήσομαι; [1 aorist subjunctive
3 person singular -γήσηται, Philippians 2:11 R G L text Tr text WH]; (ἐξ either forth from the heart, freely,
or publicly, openly [cf. Winers Grammar, 102 (97)]); active and deponent middle to confess, to profess;
1. to confess: τὰς ἁμαρτίας, Matthew 3:6; Mark 1:5; [James 5:16 L T Tr WH], (Josephus,
Antiquities 8, 4, 6; [cf. b. j. 5, 10, 5; Clement of Rome, 1 Cor. 51, 3; the Epistle of Barnabas 19,
12]); τὰς πράξεις, Acts 19:18; τὰ παραπτώματα, James 5:16 R G; (ἡτταν, Plutarch, Eum c. 17;
τὴν ἀλήθειαν ἄνευ βασάνων, id. Anton c. 59).
2. to profess i. e. to acknowledge openly and joyfully: τὸ ὄνομα τινος, Revelation 3:5 Rec.;
followed by ὅτι, Philippians 2:11; with the dative of person [cf. Winers Grammar § 31, 1 f.;
Buttmann, 176 (153)] to one's honor, i. e. to celebrate, give praise to (so the Sept. for ,לְ הודָ ה
Psalm 29:5 (Ps. 30:5); Psalm 105:47 (Ps. 106:47); Psalm 121:4 (Ps. 122:4), etc.; [Winer's
Grammar, 32]): Romans 14:11; Romans 15:9 from Psalm 17:50 (Ps. 18:50), (Clement of Rome,
1 Cor. 61, 3); τινί (the dative of person) followed by ὅτι: Matthew 11:25; Luke 10:21. to
profess that one will do something, to promise, agree, engage: Luke 22:6 [Lachmann omits];
(in this sense the Greeks and Josephus use ὁμολογεῖν).
Let’s read that phrase again.
 Philippians 2:10a – That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…
And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
This is pure uninhibited worship, acclaiming the Lord Jesus to the glory of God the Father. The title
“Father” is used to show this is a union of Father with son – the one who bows and confesses Jesus is
Lord. There is no feigned submission here. That would not glorify God as Sovereign, let alone in his role
as Father.
According to Romans 10:13, they shall be saved.
 Romans 10:13 – For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
When we read the word “should” we think “but won’t.” That’s an English-speaking mind changing Greek
thought. “Should” here doesn’t imply the possibility of it happening. It surely will happen (“shall”
happen according to Romans 10:13 above). The word “might” is used in the same manner. In
John 10:10 Jesus said, “I am come that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” That will also
absolutely come to pass. They “will” have life and have it more abundantly. Every tongue “will” confess
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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I want you to get this. This isn’t me speaking. The messenger doesn’t matter. This is the Word of God
saying that every created being will worship God and confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the
Father.

6) What does the phrase “to the glory of God the Father” mean?
 Philippians 2:9-11 – And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.
This “bowing” in worship and “acclamation” of Christ’s Lordship glorifies God. We must understand
what this word “glory” means to get the full significance of this verse. Let’s look at a couple of ways this
word “glory” is used of God.
 Exodus 40:35 -- And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
 Numbers 14:21 -- But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.
 Acts 22:11-- And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them
that were with me, I came into Damascus.
 Romans 1:23 – And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
 Romans 5:2 – By whom [Christ] also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Glory refers to the manifest presence of God.
To “glorify God” means to exalt God for Who He is: The Sovereign Deity
Father: The parent of a child; God is the Father of those who believe, and the Father of all by extension
(Acts 17:28)
The worship and confession of Christ as Lord will be made by all God’s creatures “in the fullness of
times.” It is happening in stages even now. Christ was “the firstfruits of them that slept.” Next, those
who are Christ’s will be made alive, beyond the reach of death, at his coming. Finally, all the rest will be
saved during the rest of the end time sequence ending at the Consummation of all things.
Now what do you think God is going to do with each one who confesses Jesus is Lord—to His glory? Will
He tell them they are right and then eternally torment them? What glory does that bring God? Those
who think He’s going to just end their lives right then and there with a frown on His face are fantasizing.
God is the One who seeks and saves those that are lost. He doesn’t pass over the “hard” cases.
Is He going to say, “Well you had your chance while you were alive… sorry, it’s too late – if you only
would have realized that when you were ignorant?” God forbid! And what is He going to say to those
who never even had the chance to hear? And to infants? And to the mentally ill? And to those
programmed from birth to worship a false God?
All of creation must and will submit in total relinquishment to God’s Son. God has established the exact
order in which different classes of people will submit, which I will present later in this volume.
I was hosting and teaching a fellowship in Norwich, UK, and one of the participants, a very sincere and
loving guy, told me he had attended a meeting of a well-known evangelist. He was talking about eternal
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torment regarding children. He said he believed God would spare the children and anyone mentally
incapacitated and admit them into heaven regardless of believing in Jesus. He asked me what I thought.
I understood those lost to be collateral damage in a spiritual war. I used the analogy of a distressed ship
in a storm. The ship is going down and nobody can stop it. The people on the ship will perish. It’s our job,
I explained, to save as many on that ship as we can before it goes down. It was unfortunate they would
be destroyed, but unavoidable.
At that time, I only had a glimpse into God’s purpose in creation. I was an annihilationist. I believed the
Scriptures disproved eternal torment, but left the unbelievers and evildoers in the grave. They got up at
the resurrection of the unjust to receive their formal sentence, only to die again in the lake of fire.
I must have thought that was merciful. I did not know and understand God’s purpose for creation, nor
His plan that He is working out during the eons, ending in the Consummation of the eons. Without that
information, trying to understand God and God’s plan is futile.
 I Corinthians 13:4-8 – Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade
itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;
does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails.
Love never fails because God is love. God never fails. Do you think it’s too hard for God to turn anyone’s
heart to him? Yes, He’s willing you might say, but unable because of man’s “free will.” Is man’s will
stronger than God’s? Are we making man a greater god? Should we limit God? Is God unable to melt
anyone’s heart and change their mind? He did with the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus. He turned
his most evil and adamant enemy into the champion of Christ. Of course, He can change anyone in a
heartbeat – but will He? There’s only one place to find the answer.
When the Unbelieving and Wicked See Christ, Sight will Replace Faith
When the unbelieving and wicked see Christ, sight will replace faith. Deep conviction and remorse will
be followed by just, righteous adjudication. They will carry out their sentences (chastisement) at the
Great White Throne. At the consummation, the faith of Jesus Christ will save them all.

Summary
•

God has a purpose (I Corinthians 15:28) and a plan to bring about His purpose (Ephesians 1:10).

•

God orders all things through the council of His own will (Ephesians 1:11) – which is His
immutable council (Hebrews 6:18).

•

God is all wise, all knowing and all powerful – He did not start something He couldn’t finish

•

The idea that God created everything, then something went terribly wrong and God is salvaging
all He can out of it is a blatant lie that denies God’s sovereignty and every attribute He has.

•

Every knee SHALL bow and every tongue SHALL confess Jesus is Lord – all in heaven, all in earth,
and all under the earth – to the glory of God the Father!
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Universal Reconciliation is the only view that fits the entire Word of God from Genesis through
Revelation. It’s also the only view that fits the attributes of God. Let’s continue to take a detailed look at
the Word of God to see exactly what is going to happen to the unbeliever for all eternity.
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Colossians 1:20 Proves God will Reconcile All of His Creation
There are many verses that each all mankind will be saved, but only one that teaches the celestial host
will also be saved. Let’s start with that verse in Colossians.
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile
all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
I must have read this verse over 1,000 times without understanding what it was teaching. Its truth was
too glorious too me – to grand. I was not able to understand it nor believe it. But God kept bringing it
back to my mind and heart and eventually, I meekly received His instruction.
This verse says emphatically and without question that the blood of Christ’s cross will reconcile all things
in heaven and on earth to God. Let’s think about that. I know mankind is reconciled on earth, not in
heaven. We have the ministry of the Conciliation right now in this day and time, and those we speak to
who believe become reconciled to God through Christ. People are reconciled right here on earth, not in
heaven. When Christ returns, Israel is reconciled on earth, but heaven and earth have fled away when
the final White Throne judgment occurs 1,000 years later. The reconciliation of the unsaved occurs at
the Consummation, not before. Those who died the second death remain dead until then.
So, what or who is left to reconcile in heaven?
God’s Adversary, Satan, is the chief of the aerial jurisdiction during this current eon.
 Ephesians 1:1,2 – And you has he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
Wherein in time past you walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience
He has access to the throne of God. The Scriptures say that the Adversary accuses the saints day and
night before the throne of God. He must have access to heaven to be able to do that. Right before
Christ’s return there will be a war in heaven (Revelation 12:7-9) which Michael and his messengers will
instigate at the proper time. The result of that war will be the casting down of the devil and his cohorts
to the earth. Until then the Adversary and his complement still have the aerial jurisdiction.
The only ones to reconcile in heaven are the errant spiritual host. These are the only ones in heaven that
are not reconciled to God.
Colossians 1:20 declares that God loses nothing. All will be reconciled to Him both in heaven and on
earth. To be reconciled, then, all must be redeemed. The efficacy of Christ’s blood is beyond
comprehension. The scope of its reach is universal, not only terrestrial.
Now it is being taught that this verse does not mean God will save everyone. Let me explain the
reasoning behind this error and expose its fault.
This view says that God reconciled Himself to everyone through the cross of Christ, but reconciliation
does not mean salvation. The person must be justified for salvation to occur.
However, due to a mistranslation, this view does not use the word “reconciliation” correctly. One cannot
be “reconciled” until they are first “justified.” God cannot reconcile with an unjust person. Being
“unjust” is what drove man away from God.
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This misunderstanding is due to mistranslations in many of the modern versions. The Word of God
teaches God conciliated Himself to man through the death of Christ, not that he “reconciled” Himself to
man. This was a one-party decision. It has nothing to do with man doing anything. It simply means God
removed everything preventing access to Him. God did not restore any relationship in doing that.
Reconciliation requires two parties. Understanding this solves the interpretational discrepancy. God
conciliated the world unto Himself through the cross of Christ. He did not reconcile man unto Him. For
“all things in heaven and on earth” to be reconciled “unto Him,” the second party must also conciliate to
Him. Colossians 1:20 says exactly that. It’s not speaking about God conciliating the world unto Himself –
It specifically says “…by him [Christ] to reconcile all things unto himself.” For that to occur, all creation
has to receive God’s conciliation by submitting to Christ, which is their conciliation to God. The result is
the reconciliation of all creation unto God through Christ.

The Need for Reconciliation
The need for reconciliation arises when two parties are divided for whatever reason. The relationship is
broken. Without reconciliation they will remain divided.
Conciliation occurs when one of the parties removes all the obstacles preventing a reunion with the
other party, thereby opening up the opportunity for the other party to conciliate to the first party. When
the second party conciliates back, the result is reconciliation: the relationship is restored.
The following chart demonstrates the process of moving from full relationship to enmity to
reconciliation, using a father and son as an example.
Party One

Relationship Status

Party Two

Father


Union, Full Relationship

Son

Disunion
Broken Relationship
Conciliates 
Father drops all charges
against son unconditionally

 Son offends his father

Disunion Continues
But Party 1 has opened the door
to restore the relationship with
Party 2

Not yet responded to
his father

Result:
Reconciliation, Reunion


 Conciliates
by accepting his
father’s offer

In the first line after the headings, the father and son are in full relationship as no offense has separated
them. They are in union, fully sharing in an open and uninhibited relationship.
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In the second line, the son does something that offends the Father – he goes against His father’s wishes.
This results in disunion – a broken relationship. Perhaps the son took the car out for a Sunday ride when
he was not supposed to. When he came back home, the father probably reproved him and took the car
keys away from him. We have disunion and the need for reconciliation is evident.
At some point in time the father drops all charges against his son, for whatever reason. He conciliates his
son to himself, but the disunion remains – the son has not yet responded. This is the third line of the
chart.
Finally, the son admits he was wrong and conciliates to his father. The result is reconciliation. The
relationship is fully restored. The disunion is broken, full fellowship ensues.

Conciliation and Reconciliation Defined
I have covered these terms extensively in the second volume of this series, “What the Word of God Says
About Salvation: The Forgiveness of Sins, Conciliation, Justification and Reconciliation. Please refer to
that volume for a more complete discussion.
Conciliation: One part opens up to the other party, removing all obstacles on his side that prevents a
reunion.
Reconciliation: The full restoration of the relationship between the two parties.
You cannot have “reconciliation” until both parties “conciliate” to each other. Therefore, this verse in
Colossians 1:20 is speaking about the full restoration of the relationship between God and the creature.
Furthermore, it declares that every creature in heaven and on earth shall be reconciled to God through
the blood of the cross of Christ.

God Separated Himself from Mankind Due to Man’s Disobedience, which is Sin
Because of Adam’s disobedience, all mankind became mortal, unrighteous, and alienated from the life of
God. But God knew this would happen, yeah, He actually planned for it to happen, and so He prepared
for the salvation of man before He even made Adam. We are told in the Revelation of Jesus Christ that
“the lamb” was “slain from the disruption of the world,” long before God made Adam and Eve
(Revelation 13:8).

The Cross of Christ Is the Central Stake in God’s Plan to Achieve His Purpose
God’s plan to achieve His purpose to become “All in all” is centered in Christ. Jesus Christ had to be born,
to live, to be crucified, buried and subsequently raised from the dead in order for God to accomplish His
purpose. The cross of Christ is the central stake in God’s plan of redemption on the way to becoming “All
in all.”
God reckons a person righteous and just through the faith of Jesus Christ when they simply believe Jesus
died for their sins, was buried, and was raised from the dead.
 Romans 3:21-26 – But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets;
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Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.
Justification only sets things right; it does not restore a relationship. Justice may set things right between
you and a criminal according to the law, but there is no obligation on your part to engage in a
relationship with the thief. Reconciliation is beyond justification and has to be initiated by one of the
parties involved.
Let’s look at our key verse again for quick review:
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
“Having made peace through the blood of His cross” was accomplished through Christ’s sacrifice. This
peace was made because Christ’s death on the cross, which triggered God’s conciliation to mankind,
which makes reconciliation possible through justification of life. Justification by the faith of Jesus Christ
is the act that makes God at peace with mankind. Reconciliation is not possible without justification.
 Romans 5:1 – Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
God cannot reconcile with an unjust person. That idea negates the entire lesson of sin and God’s disdain
of it. He places distance between those who are unjust and Himself; He doesn’t restore His relationship
with them. But God did throw down all the barriers preventing man from approaching Him. He could
and did conciliate Himself to man through Christ’s cross. But man still has to approach Him. When that
happens the way God prescribes, God justifies the person and then reconciles the person to Himself
through Christ.
Now let’s look in detail at the Conciliation, when God conciliated the world unto Himself, in the fifth
chapter of II Corinthians.
We will see this was a voluntary act of God in response to the sacrificial offering of His Son.
 II Corinthians 5:16-21 – Therefore from now on [summer AD 57; Acts 19:11] know we no man
after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet from now on know we him
no more.
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.
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And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us
the dispensation of reconciliation;
That is, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you on
Christ’s behalf, be ye reconciled to God.
For he has made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

Clarifying the Translation
Additional light can be found by checking the English translation of words back to the Greek from which
they were translated. Inconsistencies in translation often cloud the meaning of words when they have
either been translated incorrectly, or when a word can be translated so that it better reflects the original
meaning in the Greek. In this section of Scripture that we are studying, the words “reconcile and
“reconciliation” have been translated incorrectly. We can see this because a different word is used for
“reconciliation.” We will look at that word shortly. Let’s drill down a little deeper so we can understand
what God is teaching us.
1. The Greek word, “katalasso” means “conciliate.” This word was originally used for the
exchange of coins; “properly, to change, exchange (especially of money); hence, of
persons, to change from enmity to friendship.”
2. The Greek word, “katalage” (Strong’s 2643) means “conciliation.”
Strong’s defines this word as, “reconciliation (restoration) as the result of
Christ exactly (precisely) exchanging His righteousness (blood) for our guilt.” It is translated in
the following ways: reconciliation 2, atonement 1, reconciling 1, for a total of 4 times.
However, “reconciliation” requires two parties to conciliate to each other, and this word “katallassó” is
always used of one party. “Katallassó” should have been consistently translated “conciliate,” while
“katalage” should have been consistently translated “conciliation.”
We cannot always go by the “dictionary definition” of a word, even in a concordance or an interlinear
because these are, in the strictest sense, the opinions of men. Only by looking at every usage of a word
as it is used in God’s Word can we understand how God is using that word in His Word of truth. This is
the “concordant method” of Biblical research which has proven itself to be sound. This method allows
the Word to interpret itself to us, instead of us trying to interpret the Word.
Let’s read II Corinthians 5:16 through 21 again in light of this new information.
 II Corinthians 5:16-21 – And all things are of God, who has reconciled [Greek, katalasso:
conciliated] us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry [dispensation] of
reconciliation [Greek, katalage: the conciliation];
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That is, that God was in Christ, reconciling [Greek: katalasso, conciliating] the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and has committed unto us the word of
reconciliation [Greek, katalage: conciliation].
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you on
Christ’s behalf, be ye reconciled [Greek, katalasso: conciliated] to God.
For he has made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.
3. The compound form of “katalasso” is “apokatalasso” which means “reconciliation.” It is used
only 3 times. We will look at all three occurrences shorlty.
In the section of Scripture set above, the Greek word, “apokatalasso” is not used at all.
Translation errors here and in other places where the words “reconcile” and “reconciliation” are
used have totally obscured the import of these words.
This section makes no sense if “katalasso” means “reconcile.” It would be saying God reconciled the
world to Himself, now you have to reconcile Hi to you. If one party is still at odds with the other, there is
no reconciliation. However, one or both parties can conciliate to the other party regardless of the other
party’s attitude or response. Conciliation is one-sided; reconciliation is two-sided.
God has conciliated the world to Himself, but those who do not believe have not yet conciliated to God
by believing the record of His Son. They remain unreconciled. They have not “received” the conciliation
God has extended.
Let’s read this section of Scripture again with the correct translation.
 II Corinthians 5:18-21 – And all things are of God, who has conciliated us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and has given to us the dispensation of the conciliation;
That is, that God was in Christ, conciliating the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and has committed unto us the word of the conciliation.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you on
Christ’s behalf, be ye conciliated to God.
For he has made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.
“Conciliated” and related words are used 5 times in this context. Five is the number of grace in
God’s Word. Everything God has done for us in Christ is by His unmerited grace alone.
Let’s summarize what we have learned.
1. God’s conciliation does not save anyone.
2. The creature has to respond by conciliating to God by believing His record of Christ.
3. The result is reconciliation by God’s grace alone.
Page 32

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Page 33

The following chart depicts the process of salvation for all.
Party One

Relationship Status

Party Two

God


Union, Full Relationship

Mankind

Disunion
Broken Relationship

 Adam’s disobedience which led
to condemnation

CHRIST CRUCIFIED, BURIED
and RISEN FROM THE DEAD
Wages of Sin Paid in Full
Conciliates 

Disunion Continues
But Party 1 has opened the door
to restore the relationship with
Party 2

Not yet responded to God

God Saves 
God forgives, remits sins,
justifies by imputing
righteousness, sanctifies
and redeems the believer

Result:
Reconciliation, Reunion


 Conciliates
by believing the record God gave
of His Son

Here we start with God and Adam in full relationship. God told Adam not to eat from the fruit of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, for the day he ate thereof, dying he would die. In other words,
mortality would be conferred upon man when he disobeyed God.
In the second line, Adam disobeys God and does the exact opposite of what God commanded him. The
relationship between God and Adam is broken. The need for reconciliation has arisen.
In the third line, God sends His Son to die for the sins of the world. Jesus is crucified, buried and risen
from the dead. Because of Christ’s sacrifice for the sins of the world, God conciliates the world unto
Himself – but the world had not yet responded. The world remains unreconciled.
In the fourth line, a person conciliates to God by believing God’s record of His Son – that Jesus died for
the person’s sins and was buried and raised from the dead. God justifies the person by reckoning him or
her righteous, sanctifies the believer. Beyond that, God reconciles the person to Himself out of love.
 Romans 5:10,11 – For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled [Greek, katalasso:
conciliated] to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled [Greek, katalasso:
conciliated], we shall be saved by his life.
And not only [so], but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we
have now received the atonement [Greek, katalage: conciliation].
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 Romans 5:10,11 – Let’s read these two verses once more with the correct translation.
For if, when we were enemies, we were conciliated to God by the death of His Son, much more,
being conciliated, we shall be saved by his life.
And not only [so], but we also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we
have now received the conciliation.
When anyone believes the record God gave of His Son, he or she conciliates to God and thereby receives
God’s conciliation. The result is reconciliation.

Reconciliation: “Apokatalasso”
The Greek word for reconciliation, “apokatalasso” is only used three times in two contexts. It is used as
follows:
1. Both Jew and Gentile reconciled into one body
(the body of Christ) [2 parties, Jew and Gentile]
2. The believer has been reconciled to God already, “now”
[2 parties, God and the believer]
3. All the rest of God’s creatures in heaven and
on earth will be reconciled to God at the Consummation
[2 parties, God and the creature]
Now let’s look at the three verses in which this word, “apokatalasso” is used.
 Ephesians 2:10 – But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ.
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
[between us];
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, [even] the law of commandments [contained] in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, [so] making peace;
And that he might reconcile [Greek: “apokatalasso”] both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby
We can see two parties being reconciled here: Jew and Gentile.
 Colossians 1:21,22 – And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled [Greek: “apokatalasso”]
In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable
in his sight:
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Here we see the believer now being reconciled to God. Again there are two parties: God and the
believer.
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile
[Greek: “apokatalasso”] all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or
things in heaven.
Once again, we see “apokatalasso” requires two parties. In this case, it is God and the creature (all in
heaven and all in earth being reconciled to God).

The Reconciliation of the Universe
Now let’s look in detail at the reconciliation of all in heaven and in earth from the first chapter of
Colossians. There is much more proof in the context our key verse, Colossians 1:20, appears in. We will
see the plain and irrefutable evidence that this will come to pass, even as the reconciliation of believers
is happening now.
The context of this section in Colossians shows it has a universal scope. It covers the entire span of the
creation and includes all mankind and all spiritual beings. It does not deal with the individual but is allinclusive of all creatures both in heaven and on earth.
Let’s take a deeper look.
 Colossians 1:13-22 – He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love,
In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the preeminence.
For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now
hath he reconciled [Greek: “apokatalasso”]
In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable
in his sight:
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This passage begins with the Son of God who is the image of God and the firstborn of “all creation.” This
sets the context: all creation. Its scope is universal, not individual. It places the Son of God at the highest
point in the Creation and tells us “all creation” was made through the Son and for the Son. Therefore,
the Son has jurisdiction over the entire creation, with universal scope.
Let’s look closely at the literary structure of this section in Colossians chapter 1.

Literary Structure of Colossians 1:13-22
A. 1:13,14

Transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son

B. 1:15,16
C. 1:17,18
B. 1:19,20
A. 1:21,22

Everything in heaven and earth created
Christ is the firstborn from the dead and is the head of the
body, the church
Everything in heaven and earth reconciled
(ἀποκαταλλάχαι)
He has now reconciled in his fleshly body through his death
(ἀποκατήλλαχεν)

A & A: Redemption and Reconciliation for the church “now,” which is his “first fruits.”
B & B: Reconciliation for everything in heaven and on earth through the blood of Christ, the “latter
fruits.”
C: Christ is the Reconciler; the firstborn from the dead and Head over all makes it all possible.
The members of this literary structure, called a chiasm, correspond.
In “A and A” we have believers in the current Administration of the Secret (the context of the epistle)
redeemed and transferred into the kingdom of “His beloved Son,” thereby being reconciled through his
(Christ’s) death. The phrase “kingdom of His beloved Son” does not refer to the earthly Kingdom, rather
to the new heaven and earth. Christ rules during the Millennium with a rod of iron; he puts the rod
down and picks up the scepter of righteousness and rules, still as King, but as the Son of God’s love
instead of with “the rod,” on the new heaven and earth. “A and A” concentrates on the church alone.
In “B and B” we are told all creation came through Christ, therefore he is qualified to reconcile all
creation, which includes everything in heaven and on earth (all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible). These comprise the “all” who need to be reconciled from their
respective spheres in verse 20.
In “C” we have the Pre-Eminent One, Christ, in whom all the fullness of God dwells, holding all things
together in creation and having been appointed Head over all things. Christ’s headship over the church is
the first stage of him heading all things in heaven and on earth as stated in Ephesians 1:10. This is the
Secret of Christ which was revealed to the apostle Paul after Israel’s rejection of the risen Christ in the
book of Acts.
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This context is telling us that Christ will reconcile all things in heaven and on earth to himself – beginning
with the church of Christ over which He is already Head. It is very clear in its declaration so nothing can
be confused. Its scope is universal and includes “all creation.” God loses nothing.
Verse 16 tells us that “all things” where created through Him. The text then specifically zeros in on what
is important regarding the creation in this context. It isn’t the rocks and the trees and the inanimate
earth that’s being discussed. Surely all those things were included in the “all creation” but the emphasis
here is on the controlling spiritual powers and their earthly counterparts.
This doesn’t mean those other inanimate things are not included in the “all creation,” but it tells us what
is of current import to the discussion in this particular context. The text is speaking of the spiritual
powers and their earthly counterparts because those are the ones in need of reconciliation. Rocks will
not be saved. These principalities and powers, mights and dominions must be brought into subjection to
the Son of God before God can be All in all. I Corinthians 15:20-28 specifically teaches this.
Verse 17 says that Christ is “before all things and by him all things cohere,” or hold together. Christ is the
missing ingredient that scientists cannot find in their investigations into matter all the way down to the
sub-atomic level; beyond quarks. “Before all things” can be understood either in time, chronologically,
or in eminence, politically. It can also mean both of these things.
The next verse declares the Son of God “is the head of the body, the church” This is the present-day
church that began with the revelation of the Administration of the Secret in Ephesians chapter 3. The
Secret of Christ, revealed in chapter 1 and further delineated in chapter 3, reveals that Christ will head
up all things in heaven and on earth “in the dispensation of the fullness of times.” The church of Christ is
the first part of that secret being fulfilled. Eventually, Christ will head up all things in heaven and on
earth. When he returns, he will forcefully seize control of the government of this earth from the
Adversary, who is the god of this eon, and from man, his dupe. The church of Christ will be glorified in
the celestial realm, subduing the errant spiritual host. Christ will subdue all things unto himself during
the course of the final two eons.
Verse 19 says God is pleased that all His fullness should dwell in Christ.
Verse 20 teaches the reconciliation of all things in heaven and on earth. This is universal in scope. The
structure shows us that those who are to be reconciled include the spiritual powers and their earthly
counterparts listed in verse 16. They will be brought into subjection and then reconciled through the
blood of Jesus. This could not occur without God conciliating Himself to man first.
This section cannot be talking about the new creation because nothing in the new creation will need to
be reconciled! That will be a perfect world with God present. There will be no death, no pain, no
suffering on the new earth, though death itself still remains until the Consummation since it is the “last
enemy” to be destroyed. The Christian Church is already in the new creation. Old things are done away
with, all things become new. This is happening for the church of Christ now, because Paul says for us,
“all things are become new” already. We are only the first stage of the complete reconciliation of all
things in heaven and on earth. This entire section of Scripture in Colossians is tied together and tells us,
indisputably, that Christ will reconcile all things in heaven and on earth, beginning with the church of
Christ.
Christ is in the rightful position to do so because all creation was made through him. He is in charge of it.
It came out from God through Him and He is the one God appointed and anointed as Sovereign over it,
in His stead. The context also tells us that he has already begun the work of reconciling all things to God
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with the church of Christ. We are the first group over which Christ is made Head. All others will follow in
order.
Ephesians 1:10 declares a secret God held from before the eons unto our glory – the secret of Christ. All
the prophets spoke of Christ’s earthly reign but no revelation had been given as to his heavenly reign.
This was kept a secret to keep God’s plan from being compromised. But He revealed this secret to the
apostle Paul after Israel rejected the Christ in his earthly ministry, and later in his ministry through the
Holy Spirit, which was through the apostles, in the book of Acts. Because of that rejection, Israel’s
Kingdom has been held in abeyance until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in. I cover this in another
section of this study.
The “Secret of Christ” states that “in the dispensation of the fullness of times, Christ will head up all
things in heaven and in earth.” To do that He must reconcile all in heaven and in earth, which is exactly
what Colossians 1:20 states. The first phase of this reconciliation process reaches out to those whom
God “chose” from before the disruption of the earth. Christ is head of his church now. Through the next
two eons, Christ will subdue all things in heaven and in earth to himself and reconcile all to God by the
blood of His cross.

All “In Earth” Will Be Reconciled
The word “things” is not in the Greek text. Who is to be reconciled “in earth?” All who dwell or have
ever dwelled in the earth who need to be reconciled. This includes the entire human race from Adam.
(All in Adam are dying and shall be “made alive” which means they shall receive incorruptible, immortal
life in Christ.)

All “In Heaven” Will Be Reconciled
Who is to be reconciled “in heaven?” All who dwell in heaven who need to be reconciled.
 Ephesians 1:1,2 – And you has he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
Wherein in time past you walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience
This includes the obstinate spiritual host (messengers, angels) including Satan and those messengers
who followed him.

Summary
Now let’s summarize some of the facts we have learned.
•

Through the cross of Christ, God conciliated the world to Himself.

•

Because we believed Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and was raised from the dead we have
received the conciliation God extended to us.

•

We have been forgiven, redeemed, justified through the faith of Jesus Christ, having been made
the righteousness of God in him.
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•

The result is that we have been reconciled to God. Our relationship with God is full, secure and
never to be broken.

•

The rest of God’s creation will be reconciled over the next two eons, culminating at the
consummation when death is obliterated.

See Volume Three of my “Unto Perfection” series, entitled “God’s Purpose in Creation: The
Consummation of All Things” for an in-depth discussion of these marvelous truths.
This verse in Colossians cannot be explained away. To say it’s talking about only those who believe
before they die requires us to change God’s Word. To say it’s only talking about mankind is equally
incorrect. It plainly says “all” in heaven and on earth shall be reconciled. Only those who need to be
reconciled can be reconciled. This includes all creatures who are separated from God.
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The Wages of Sin is Death – Not Eternal Torment and Not Annihilation
I want to make a very important point on this subject of Universal Reconciliation that should be obvious
and understandable to everyone. The Word of God tells us exactly what “the wages of sin” is, and who it
affects.
Romans 6 tells us the wages of sin is death.
 Romans 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal [Greek: “aiōnios,”
“eonian”] life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Jesus died for the sins of the world.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
 II Corinthians 5:14 – For the love of Christ constrains us; because we thus judge, that if one died
for all, then were all dead
Jesus died for the sins of the whole world and was buried. When he was buried, his body did not corrupt
because God accepted his payment for sin and saw no need for further suffering. Therefore, God did not
let Jesus’ body corrupt.
 Acts 2:22-27 – Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know:
Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and
by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he
should be holden of it.
For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my
right hand, that I should not be moved:
Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in
hope:
Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
The payment for sin had been made in full by the death of Christ without the corruption of his body, so
God performed a miracle and did not let Jesus’ flesh corrupt after death.
1. Jesus is not suffering eternal torment – he was raised from the dead after 3 days.
2. Jesus was not annihilated – he was raised from the dead after 3 days.
Let me ask a simple question. If eternal torment is the wage of sin for those who do not believe and for
the wicked, how were the wages of sin – the sins of the whole world – paid? Would Jesus not have to
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spend eternity in eternal torment to pay that penalty? Likewise, if annihilation was the penalty for sin,
were the sins of the whole world paid? Jesus was not annihilated. Would he not have to have been
annihilated for the payment to be made?
This should show anyone that, since the wages of sin is death, and since Jesus paid those wages, nothing
further is due. God raised him from the dead because the work of salvation had already been
accomplished on the cross through Christ’s death – not through eternal torment, and not through
annihilation. “It is finished” Christ said of his sacrificial work.
Therefore, we conclude that death alone is the payment for sin and therefore for all the sins of the
world, not eternal torment or annihilation.
Now let’s look at additional Scriptures that deal with God’s ultimate salvation of all mankind.
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I Timothy 4:9-11 Proves God will Save All Mankind
There are two verses in I Timothy that prove God will save all mankind. Let’s start with the one in
I Timothy chapter 4.
 I Timothy 4:9-11 – This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.
For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, specially of those that believe.
These things command and teach.
This verse is clear and understandable and doesn’t contain any translation errors. All you have to do is
believe it! Can it be said any clearer?
To be sure of what God’s communicating in these verses, we must ask at least four questions.
1. Is this statement authoritative and conclusive?
2. Who is the Savior?
3. What does the phrase “of all” mean?
4. What does the word “specially” mean?

1) Is this statement authoritative and conclusive?
 I Timothy 4:9 – This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation…
The apostle Paul, by revelation, prefaces this great truth with a statement of authenticity and authority –
this “saying” is from the Lord and can be trusted, hence it should be accepted and believed. The purpose
of verse 9 is to encourage belief in what is to follow. God is putting His stamp of genuineness and
approval upon what He is about to say. This truth is so magnificent, men and women need to be
encouraged to believe it. God is telling us the following statement is authoritative, from God Himself.

2) Who is the Savior?
 I Timothy 4:10b – we trust in the living God, who is the Savior…
God is the Savior. He is the author of salvation.
 Hosea 13:4 – Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but
me: for there is no savior beside me.
God anointed His Son to be the Savior of the world.
 John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world.
 John 4:42 – And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.
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The word “world” in this verse is the Greek wood: “kosmos” which I have covered in other sections. It
means the world, the universe, and all therein.
Now what does “Savior of the world” mean? If I rescued people from a sinking boat and said “I saved the
boat,” what do you think I meant? Would my statement be true if I only saved a portion of the people?
Christ is not a partial Savior, nor a potential Savior – He is the Savior of the entire world.

3) What does the phrase “of all” mean?
 I Timothy 4:10b – the living God, who is the Savior of all men…
“All” is the Greek word “pas” which means “all” or “every.” I will share a couple of the verses that use
this word so you can see how God uses it.
Strong’s #3956 – “pas,” “of all”
pas: all, every
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: pas
Phonetic Spelling: (pas)
Definition: all, every
Usage: all, the whole, every kind of.
“Pas” can mean “all without exception” or “all with distinction.” The context determines exactly what it
means in every case. Here are three examples.
 I Timothy 3:9-11 – This is a faithful saying and worthy of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”] acceptation.
For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”]…
Here there is no limiting member in the context, so “pas” means “all without exception.”
 Romans 4:11 – And he [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of
the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all [Greek: “pas,”
“of all”] them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed
unto them also:
Here only those who believe are included in the “all,” so it means “all with distinction.” The context
clearly marks out those who believe from those who do not, so all is not all-inclusive. But it is allinclusive of Israel.
 II Corinthians 11:3 – Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”] comfort;
Here God is not the God of “some” comfort, but of “all” – without exception – comfort.
Here in I Timothy 4:10, God is the Savior of all men – without exception.
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4) What does the word “specially” mean?
 I Timothy 4:10 – …the living God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of those that believe.
Let’s check what that word “specially” is. It’s the Greek word “malista” which means “chiefly, most of
all, especially.”
Strong’s #3956 – “malista” “specially,” “especially”
Original Word: μάλιστα; málista, mal'-is-tah
Part of Speech: Adverbial superlative
Definition: neuter plural of the superlative of an apparently primary adverb μάλα mála (very);
(adverbially) most (in the greatest degree) or particularly:—chiefly, most of all, (e-)specially.
Usage: specially (5 times), especially (4 times), chiefly (2 times), most of all (1 time).
Let’s see how this word is used in other verses.
 Galatians 6:!0 – As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men [Greek: “pas”],
especially [Greek: “malista”] unto them who are of the household of faith.
This verse has exactly the same grammatical structure. We who have been blessed by God are exhorted
to “do good unto all men,” but to be “especially” good to other believers in the family of God. This
makes sense. You always take care of your own family first, and then help others as you are able. The
household of faith in this verse is part of the “all men.”
 I Timothy 4:13 – The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee,
and the books, but especially [Greek: “mailista”] the parchments.
Here the parchments are part of the “books” but Paul is placing a special emphasis on the parchments.
This is how “malista” is used in I Timothy 4:10. God is the Savior of “all men, especially those who
believe.”
I thought for sure God meant He was the Savior of all men – “SPECIFICALLY” or “NAMELY” those who
believe but I was wrong. He’s the Savior of ALL men, “ESPECIALLY” those who believe. What on earth
could that mean other than what it says?
As servants of God to God’s people we are commanded to teach these things.
This verse clearly teaches God is the Savior of “all” men. God could have written the verse as, “the living
God who is the Savior of all who believe” but He did not. Some of those He has called with a special
calling. So, the question arises, “Who are those that are “specially” saved?”
“Specially” refers to those who are Christ’s at His coming (I Corinthians 15:22,23).
There are two “elect” groups of people. Most people are familiar with Israel being God’s chosen people,
His “elect,” but there is a second group that was actually chosen first.


Israel – God’s chosen people called FROM the disruption of the world



The Church of Christ – God’s people chosen from BEFORE the disruption of the world
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The church of Christ consists of those God has chosen before the foundation of the earth, which He
predestined for adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is the church that is active during the
Administration of the Secret currently in force.
The others He has “especially” called are the Circumcision and their Gentile proselytes. They will receive
the special blessings of the Millennial Kingdom.
Israel’s Special Blessings


Israel will inherit the coming Kingdom of Christ, the Millennial Kingdom, which is like a Paradise.



Those who died will be raised at the first or former resurrection of the just and will live and reign
with Christ for 1000 years.



They will have “eonian life,” which means “life in the eons to come,” which includes the eon of
Christ’s Millennium Kingdom and the eon of the New Heaven and Earth.



Christ shall rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron.



Israelis will serve as kings and priests to the nations



All nations will submit to Christ’s rule.

 Matthew 25:34 – Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation [Greek: “katabole,”
“disruption”] of the world:
The Church of Christ’s Special Blessings


The church of Christ will be taken up and glorified first.



Believers who died will be raised at the “gathering together,” also called “rapture” and will meet
the Lord in the air along with those believers who remain alive at that time.



These will inherit the celestial, or heavenly realm.



These will receive a celestial body suited to that environment.



These will have “eonian life,” which means “life in the eons to come,” which include both the eon
of Christ’s Millennium Kingdom and the eon of the New Heaven and Earth.



The church subdues the celestial host under Christ.

 Ephesians 1:3-7 – Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ:
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation [Greek: “katabole,”
“disruption”] of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love:
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will,
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To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the
beloved.
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace;
 Ephesians 1:11-14 – In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory.
Nothing about the Christian’s salvation is up to the Christian. It is God’s choosing and God’s doing
altogether. It is solely by God’s grace as declared in these Scriptures. Salvation for all of God’s creatures
is through His grace alone. Is it too hard to believe that God will do what He promises to do? If His will is
to save all, shouldn’t our hearts rejoice in this as well?
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I Timothy 2:3-6 Teaches Us God’s Will Concerning the Salvation of All
Let’s continue with the second section in I Timothy that proves God will save all mankind.
 I Timothy 2:3-6 – For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
There are 8 questions we must ask to better understand what God is telling us here.
1. Why is salvation necessary and how is it accomplished?
2. What does the word “will” mean?
3. What does the phrase “all men” mean?
4. What is “the knowledge of the truth?”
5. What is a “mediator?”
6. What does the word “ransom” mean?
7. What does the phrase “for all” mean?
8. What does “testified in due time?” mean?
Let’s get started.

1) Why is salvation necessary and how is it accomplished?
 I Timothy 2:3,4a – For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved…
Man needs to be saved from mortality and death through Adam. God gave Adam one command which
Adam disobeyed. Not honoring the Sovereign Creator, who was also his Father led him to do exactly
what God commanded him not to do. God judged mankind in Adam, from whom we all come, and
conferred mortality upon man.
 Romans 5:12 – Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that [Greek: “eph ho,” upon which”] all have sinned…
Man also needs to be saved from the just judgment of God for any injustice committed in this life. God is
just and justice demands retribution for wrongdoing. God gave man conscience to guide him after Adam
disobeyed but man seared his conscience and hardened his heart. All wrongs committed to God and
humans will be judged and set right.
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 Romans 2:3-10 – And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality,
eternal life:
But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath,
Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile;
But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the
Gentile:
We see that every person who has ever lived must be saved from mortality through Adam and from the
wrongs they commit toward God and people.
It’s important to know that God provided for the salvation of the world before he even made mankind.
We are told that “the Lamb was slain from the disruption of the world.” The disruption pre-dates Adam.
God planned for man’s act of disobedience and had a Savior ready to come to the rescue.
 Revelation 13:8 – And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him [the beast], whose names
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation [Greek: “katabole,”
“disruption”] of the world.
We are told emphatically in Romans chapter 3 that through what Christ accomplished, God will indeed
justify all mankind through Christ.
 Romans 5:18 – Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.
In fact, all in heaven and on earth will be reconciled unto God at the Consummation.
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

2) What does the word “will” mean?
 I Timothy 2:4a – “[God our Savior] who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.”
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That’s what it clearly says. But many translations change the word “will” to “wants” or “desires.”
 NIV: “who wants all people to be saved”
 New Living Translation: “who wants everyone to be saved”
 English Standard Version: “who desires all people to be saved”
 Berean Study Bible: “who desires all men to be saved”
 Berean Literal Bible: “who desires all men to be saved”
 New American Standard Bible: “who desires all men to be saved”
 Holman Christian Standard Bible: “who wants everyone to be saved”
 International Standard Version: “who wants all people to be saved”
 Net Bible: “since he wants all people to be saved”
 God’s Word© Translation: “He wants all people to be saved”
 New American Standard 1977: “who desires all men to be saved”
 Jubilee Bible 2000: ‘who desires that all men be saved”
 American Standard Version: “who would have all men to be saved”
 Darby Bible Translation: “who desires that all men should be saved”
 World English Bible: “who desires all people to be saved”
The word “will” in this verse is the Greek word “theló.” Strong’s dictionary defines this word to mean
“will, wish or desire.”
Schrenk lists the following classical meanings for theló (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
volume 3, pages 45-47):
a. “to be ready or inclined, to consent to”
b. “to take pleasure in, to like”
c. “express desire, wanting, a strong desire to have, to take pleasure in, to experience desire or
impulse, to come together, to conceive”
d. “to wish, to be determined to perform some action, to be on the point of doing something; to
purpose, to intend, to aim”
e. “to resolve, to decide, to choose, to maturely weigh a decision, to decide resolutely but with
self-constraint and free resolve”
f. of God “to sovereignly decide a matter”
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The Septuagint uses the word to mean God’s sovereign rule in creation and human history, for His
control manifested in individual events.
Josephus and Philo employ the verb in relation to God’s sovereign will.
Theló “expresses not simply a desire, but a determined and constant exercise of the will.”
(W E Vine).
Consider the following verse.
 Isaiah 55:11 – So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me
empty, Without accomplishing what I desire [Suptuagint: “ theló,” “will” or “desire”], and
without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
In the Septuagint of Psalm 115:3 and 135:6 (= “pleases”), we see God's sovereignty reflected in the
exercise of His will.
“Thélo” expresses a desire that comes from one’s emotions. It is an active decision of the will, implying
volition and purpose. It is a conscious willing and denotes a more active resolution urging on to action,
and expresses a purpose or determination or decree, the execution of which is, or is believed to be, in
the power of him who wills.
(Source: http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=33846)

The question is, does God “want” all men to be saved – though they will not be; or, does God “will”
everyone to be saved, and so they shall be? Even if you translate the word “thélo” desire, God says He
accomplishes all his desire (see Isaiah 55:11 above).
Let’s look at another verse that tells us God will accomplish all he desires.
 Isaiah 46:9,10 – Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am
God, and there is none like me,
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure [Greek
Septuagint: “theló”].
Translate “thélo” any way you want – “will” or “desire” – but God will accomplish what He desires to do,
no matter what. No man or spirit can stop Him. God WILL save all mankind according to I Timothy 2:3-6
and I Timothy 4:10, among other Scriptures.

3) What does the word “all” mean?
 I Timothy 2:3-6 – For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
The word “all” in “God wills all men to be saved” and “who gave himself a ransom for all” must be
examined. Does it here mean “all without exception” or “all with distinction?”
The word “all” is the Greek word, “pas.”
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Strong’s #3956 – “pas,” “all”
pas: all, every
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: pas
Phonetic Spelling: (pas)
Definition: all, every
Usage: all, the whole, every kind of.
“Pas” is used twice in the I Timothy 4:9 and 10.
 I Timothy 4:9,10 – This is a faithful saying and worthy of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”] acceptation.
For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”] men, especially those who believe.
Here, God is the Savior of all mankind without exception, with special blessings on those who
believe.
It’s also used in Romans 4 verse 11.
 Romans 4:11 – And he [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of
the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all [Greek: “pas,”
“of all”] them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed
unto them also:
Here the word “pas” or “all” is limited to those who believe. Unbelievers are excluded. But notice that
we are given the context that limits the word “all.” We are not guessing here. God says specifically he
means “all who believe.”
I’ll give you one more.
 II Corinthians 1:3 – Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all [Greek: “pas,” “of all”] comfort;
Is God the God of “some” comfort?” No! He’s the God of all – without exception – comfort. This context
has no limiting aspect, so “all” means, “all without exception.”
When we are not given a limitation in the context, the word “pas” means “all without exception.” Here
in I Timothy 2:4, “Who will have all men to be saved…” has no such limitation in the context. It means
God will – through His predestination, save all mankind, without exception, and bring all mankind to the
knowledge of the truth.

4) What is “the knowledge of the truth?”
 I Timothy 2:3-6 – For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Let’s allow God’s Word teach us.
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 John 17:17 – Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. [Jesus Christ]
 2 Timothy 2:15 – Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
The Word of God is truth, both the living Word (Christ Jesus) and the written Word. Knowledge of the
truth is obtained by rightly dividing God’s written Word.
“Knowledge” here is the Greek word, ἐπίγνωσις, “epígnōsis” which is Strong’s #G1922 which means
“precise and correct knowledge.” The word emphasizes precise experiential knowledge, not headknowledge alone though head-knowledge is required to experience it.
“Epignosis” is translated “knowedge”16 times, “acknowledging” 3 times, and “acknowledgement” once.
God will lead all mankind into the knowledge of the truth. Questions, error, confusion and division will
cease and the glorious truth of God and His Son Christ Jesus will illuminate the heavens and the earth.

5) What is a “mediator?”
 I Timothy 3:5 – For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus;
A “mediator” is one who intervenes between two parties, either in order to make or restore peace and
friendship, or form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant. Christ is the only mediator between God and
man. In the Israeli worship system, the priest is a mediator. Jesus is Israel’s High Priest.

6) What does the word “ransom” mean?
 I Timothy 3:6 – Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
The word “ransom” is Strong's G487: ἀντίλυτρον, “antilytron” which means, “what is given in exchange
for another as the price of his redemption, ransom.” It is translated ransom once, here. But the root
word, “lytron” is used, which is the purchase price of the ransom. It is used twice: once in Matthew
20:28 and once in Mark 10:45 which is identical.
 Matthew 20:28 – Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.
“Many” does not mean “some.” It is not used the same way our word “many” is used in the Greek. Here
it refers to all mankind. This is clearly stated in I Timothy 2:6.
There is an interesting verse in Job that uses this word “ransom.”
 Job 32:24 – Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit:
I have found a ransom.
We see that a life can be saved by paying a “ransom.”
Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross purchased the redemption of all.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation [payment in full] for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
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7) What does the phrase “for all” mean?
 I Timothy 3:6 – Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
“All” is again the Greek word “pas” and means “all.” The word is limited only by its context, such as in
the phrase “all Israel.” “All Israel” means all of Israel without exception but does not include Gentiles.
In this context in I Timothy, there is no limiting phrase so the word “all” means “all” [mankind] without
exception. Jesus Christ gave his life a ransom for all without exception. He died for the sins of the
whole world (the universe; all of God’s creation).

8) What does “testified in due time?” mean?
 I Timothy 3:6 – Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
To “testify” is to bear witness or to evidence. God will evidence the efficacy of Christ’s cross by saving all
mankind “in due time.”
I Corinthians 15:20-28 presents the order in which all those who are dying in Adam will be made alive.
Three classes of people are listed. The fulfillment of that declaration is the “testifying” spoken of here.

Summary
There is no question remaining. We have looked at every critical word in these verses from I Timothy
1:3-6. We have seen that God always accomplishes His will and desire, and that He will indeed save all
mankind and lead them all into the knowledge of the truth.
 I Timothy 2:3-6 – For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
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I John 2:2 Declares Christ Paid for the Sins of the Whole World
Jesus sacrificial death did not just pay for the sins of those who believe. Let’s learn and report the truth,
as declared in the following verse.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world.
To understand this verse clearly, we must ask four questions.
1. What does the word “sins” mean?
2. What does the word “propitiation” mean?
3. Who does the pronoun “ours” refer too?
4. What does the phrase “whole world” mean?

1) What does the word “sins” mean?
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
Unconditional love is the basis from which all righteousness springs. The most common word used in the
Word of God for “sin” is the Greek word, “hamartia,” which means to “miss the mark” or “to err.” All of
mankind “misses the mark” of God’s righteousness. Collectively, the state of mankind’s unrighteous is
referred to as “sin.” “Sins” refers to more than one act of unrighteousness
Adam was given the choice to obey God or not. He chose not to obey God and received the sentence of
mortality. Mortality has passed on to the human race through Adam. Because we are mortal, we sin.
Conscience was given to man to guide him toward good, and thus, toward God.
Mortality and eventual death was the sentence Adam received for disobeying the Sovereign God. We
have all descended from Adam and have inherited his mortality. God deals with the race as a whole just
as much as He deals with each individual.
 Romans 5:12 – Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that [Greek: “eph ho,” “upon which”] all have sinned.
We see mortality, death, was Adam’s sentence which has passed through the entire race. The phrase,
“for that” is incorrectly translated. The Greek “eph ho” should be translated, “upon which.” It is because
we have death working in us that we sin. We did not inherit sin from Adam, but we inherited mortality,
and that gives us a propensity to “miss the mark,” which is what the word “sin” literally means. All
mankind’s collective sins constitute the “sins of the world” in I John 2:2.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
Sin leaves man in an irreconcilable state. Death is the just sentence of those who disobey the Sovereign
Creator and Father of us all.
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2) What does the word “propitiation” mean?
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
A debt is due to atone, or to pay the penalty, for sin. The debt is a penalty meant to right the wrong. It
may be a monetary amount in the case of physical loss of money or property, or it may be the loss of the
violator’s life for murder. The payment is called a “recompense.”
 Hebrews 2:2 – For if the word being spoken through messengers did become steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience did receive a just recompense,
 Numbers 5:5-8 – And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin that men commit,
to do a trespass against the LORD, and that person be guilty;
Then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass
with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against
whom he hath trespassed.
But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be
recompensed unto the LORD, even to the priest; beside the ram of the atonement, whereby an
atonement shall be made for him.
Here we see the party convicted of thievery or stealing must pay back the harmed party in full for what
they stole plus the must pay a 20% fine on top of that.
To redeem is to trade something of value to buy back something that was lost. Once the payment has
been made, the purchased possession, the guilty party, is redeemed.
 I Timothy 2:3-6 – For this [is] good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For [there is] one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
Jesus’ life was given as ransom for the sins of the world. Another word for ransom is “propitiation.”
 I John 2:2 –And he (Jesus Christ the righteous) is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for [the sins of] the whole world.
 I John 4:10 – Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent His Son [to be]
the propitiation for our sins.
A propitiation is an offering which satisfies the justice of God. God is then free to be gracious toward the
sinner to pardon and bless him or her. The propitiation does not procure God’s fellowship, it only
satisfies the justice of God concerning the sins that were committed. This results in “the remission of
sins that are past” for the one whom the propitiation covers.
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It is the grace, or undeserved favor, of God that saves mankind. He accepted the perfect sacrifice His Son
made for the sins of the entire world and having condemned sin, He provides that which man needs –
faith – to believe. When man believes the record God gave of His Son, God saves the sinner because the
debt for sin has been fully paid by the blood of Christ.
The following chart shows the relationship between sin, justice and love.

Sin

Justice

Righteousness fails through Judgment of sin and
a self-centered act.
resulting sentencing rights
that which is wrong.

Love
God’s favor (grace)
flows forth to His
beloved creatures.

The word for “grace” is “charis.” It is defined as the undeserved favor of God given to unworthy people.
While mercy is the withholding of merited justice, grace is the outpouring of God’s love on undeserving
mankind.
The root word of “charis” is “char.” This “char-” word group is quite amazing. Observe this.
chairo:

Joy (root)

charis:

Grace – God’s undeserved favor

charisma:

To be graceful out of being engraced by God

charismata:

Gifts of God’s grace through His Spirit

charizomai:

To forgive

God joys in giving grace and we joy in receiving it and sharing it with others. The gifts of God are all by
God’s grace. Forgiveness is by God’s grace. Salvation is by God’s grace. When God’s grace flows freely,
blessings ensue and joy is the outcome for God and all those He blesses. God wants His creatures to be
joyous and fellowship with Him, and He makes it happen through Christ.
The apostle Paul lays out God’s declaration of God’s righteousness being imputed to those who believe
through the faith of Jesus Christ.
 Romans 3:21-26 – But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation [Greek word “hilasterion”] through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God;
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To declare, [I say], at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.
Christ is called the “propitiation for our sins” because his death paid the price – it propitiated, or paid-infull – the sins of the world. His sacrifice “covers” the sins of mankind. Christ is our “propitiatory
covering” for sin through God’s mercy because of his sacrifice, which was well pleasing to God.
Since sin has been condemned, it can no longer condemn anyone. The removal of guilt by God because
of Christ’s sacrificial propitiation is called “expiation.” The following chart demonstrates how
propitiation, the payment for sin, expiates the guilt of the sinner.

Propitiation
Object: God

Expiation
Object: The person

An offering which satisfies the justice of Removes the guilt of the offender
God
Emphasizes the appeasement or
averting of God's wrath and justice by
the removal of sin

Emphasizes the removal of guilt through
the payment of the penalty (the
propitiation)

Pays the redemption price of sin

Quenches God’s righteous anger

Allows God to be favorable toward
mankind

Removes the problem of sin

“Propitiation” means “payment in full.” Christ’s sacrifice propitiates the sins of the whole world, not just
those who believe. If all mankind’s sins have been paid for, there is no further debt due. God does not
charge twice.

3) Who does the pronoun “ours” refer too?
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
I John as written by the apostle John, who was a minster to the Circumcision. Every epistle or “book” in
the New Testament – outside of the apostle Paul’s 13 epistles – are epistles to the Circumcision
believers. They apply directly to the Circumcision, not to the church of Christ which is Christ’s body. The
church of the Circumcision has been held in abeyance until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in
(Romans 11:25).
When Jesus was approached by the Samaritan woman by the well, this is what he had to say.
 John 4:24 – [to the Samaritan woman by the well] Ye worship ye know not what: we know what
we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
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Gentiles were excluded from the covenants of God and had to come through Israel’s priests in order to
approach God. They had to become proselytes and adhere to the Jewish customs and Sabbaths. We
read in Ephesians that at that time, Gentiles were “without hope and without God in the world.
 Ephesians 2:11,12 – Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who
are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world…
“Our” and “ours” in this context refers to the Circumcision saints, which are those of Israel who believe
in the Christ.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
Christ is the “payment in full” for the sins of the Circumcision as well as for the sins of the whole world,
without exception.

4) What does the phrase “whole world” mean?
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
Now it is imperative that we understand what the phrase, “whole world” refers to. The Greek word,
“kosmos” refers to the entire creation – the heavens and the earth – or “the universe.” It includes the
“world system” of God’s government that rules a particular “world.” Christ’s sacrificial death redeems
the entire Creation – the universe – consisting of all in heaven and all in earth.
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
 John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world.

Summary
Let’s review our key verse once more.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world.
The payment of all the sins of the world is not conditional upon man at all. This verse does not include
the phrase “IF THEY BELIEVE.” Let’s not be like Eve and add to the Word of God. However other verses
clearly say that salvation is only through believing in Jesus. So, what is the answer? Every person will
believe, by faith now or by sight later when they kneel before the Christ. When they see Christ, sight will
replace faith and they will instantly believe. Let’s review the verses that teach this.
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 Philippians 2:9-11 – Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him [Jesus], and given him a name
which is above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
We discussed this verse earlier. There is no forced submission here. Picture Saul of Tarsus when the Lord
appeared to him in his glorified body. Paul believed instantly – by sight. God says that He showed a
“pattern” in Paul of how He would save all His enemies. Do we doubt God?
 Romans 5:18,19 – Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous.
Christ’s sacrifice was for the entire creation, not just for elect groups of people. God starts with elect
groups for the express purpose of utilizing them to reach the non-elect. When all is said and done, all
will be reconciled.
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Jesus Is the Savior of the World
Jesus is the Savior of the world, not of just of “some,” in other words, those who believe before they die.
 I John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world.
 John 4:42 – And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.
To understand these verses, we must ask five questions.
1) What does the word “Savior” mean?
2) What does the word “world” mean?
3) What does the title “Son” mean?
4) What does the title “Christ” mean?
5) Why are two titles used to describe the Savior?

1) What does the word “Savior” mean?
 I John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world.
 John 4:42 – And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.
These verses declare Jesus is the “Savior” of the world. But what does “Savior” mean?
Strong’s G4990: σωτήρ sōtḗr, so-tare'; from G4982; a deliverer, i.e. God or Christ: —saviour. It is used
24 times.
Vine’s: Savior:
"a savior, deliverer, preserver," is used:
(a) of God, Luke 1:47; 1 Timothy 1:1; 2:3; 4:10 (in the sense of "Preserver," since He gives "to all life and
breath and all things"); Titus 1:3; 2:10; 3:4; Jude 1:25;
 Luke 1:47 – [Mary, the mother of Jesus] And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
(b) of Christ, Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23 (of Israel); Ephesians 5:23 (the Sustainer and
Preserver of the Church, His "body"); Philippians 3:20 (at His return to receive the Church to Himself); 2
Timothy 1:10 (with reference to His Incarnation, "the days of His flesh"); Titus 1:4 (a title shared, in the
context, with God the Father); 2:13, RV, "our great God and Savior Jesus Christ," the pronoun "our," at
the beginning of the whole clause, includes all the titles; Titus 3:6,
2 Peter 1:1, "our God and Savior Jesus Christ; RV, where the pronoun "our," coming immediately in
connection with "God," involves the inclusion of both titles as referring to Christ, just as in the parallel

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Page 63

in 2 Peter 1:11, "our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (AV and RV); these passages are therefore a testimony
to His Deity; 2 Petr 2:20; 3:2, 18; 1 John 4:14.
God is the Savior who anointed Christ to be the Savior of the world. God is the author of salvation; Christ
is the agent and actor of salvation. Christ fulfilled his sacrificial commission in his death on the cross (“It
is finished” – meaning his sacrificial work was complete).
If Jesus is the Savior of the whole world, that must include everyone in it. Think logically about this. If
there is just one person that Jesus does not save, can he be called “the Savior of the world?” If that is
the case, he is only the “potential” Savior of the world and the Savior of only some. Then he would be
only the Savior of those who believe before they die. That’s not what these Scriptures declare.
Christ saves the world from “sin.”
 Romans 8:1-4 – There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, [who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit – this phrase is not in the Greek texts].
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit.
 II Corinthians 5:21 – For he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Christ saves the world from judgment issuing in “the wrath of God,” which is God’s righteous response
against all wrongdoing
 Romans 2:3-6 – And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;
Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
 Romans 5:6-10 – For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even
dare to die.
But God commends his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
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For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

2) What does the word “world” mean?
 I John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world [Greek: “kosmos,” universe (all creation)].
 John 4:42 – And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, Savior of the world [Greek:
“kosmos,” universe (all creation)].
The word “world” in both of these verses is the Greek word, “Kosmos” which means, according to
Strong’s concordance, “the world, universe; worldly affairs; the inhabitants of the world; adornment.” It
also includes the world system governing that world.
The Greek word, “kosmos” refers to the entire creation, not the physical planet.
– it is all inclusive of the heavens and the earth, or “the universe.”
– it includes all creatures in heaven and in earth
 John 3:16– For God so loved the world [Greek: “kosmos”], that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
 I John 2:2 – And he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world [Greek: “kosmos”].
 Colossians 1:20 – And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all
things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.
Christ is the Savior of the entire world – all in heaven and all in earth.

3) What does the title “Son” mean?
 I John 4:14 – And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the
world.
Christ is God’s only begotten Son (John 3:16). Referencing Christ as “Son” indicates his authority over all
Creation – the world, which is the entire universe – superseding his role as Israel’s Savior alone.
In the book of Acts, Saul of Tarsus was confronted on the road to Damascus by the risen, glorified Lord
Jesus Christ. Immediately Paul began preaching Jesus was “the son of God” indicating Paul’s widened
sphere of activity to go to all the nations of the world. Prior to that, the message only went out to Israel
and its proselytes.
 Acts 9:20 – And straightway he [Saul] preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of
God.
As “Son,” Christ is set over all of God’s creation – the entire world consisting of all in heaven and all in
earth. He is the “image of God” in, through and for which the entire Creation was created.
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4) What does the title “Christ” mean?
 John 4:42 – And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.
“Christ” is not Jesus’ last name! It is a title. Whenever you read “Jesus Christ,” the translation should be
“Jesus the Christ.” Let’s look closely at this title, “Christ.”
Strong’s G5547: Χριστός Christós, khris-tos'; from G5548; anointed, i.e. the Messiah, an epithet of
Jesus: —Christ.
“Christ” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew “Messiah.” Christ was anointed by God to be a prince
and a Savior: to be both Lord and Christ.
 Acts 2:36 – Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
 Acts 10:38 – God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
The phrase, “Jesus Christ” refers to the once humiliated one who died for the sins of the world but who
has been exalted to the highest position in Creation under God. The phrase, “Christ Jesus” refers to the
exalted glorified Christ who suffered death for the universe, who is set at God’s own right hand. “Jesus”
speaks of Christ’s sacrifice while “Christ” speaks of his exaltation and authority over all creation which
He received from His Father, God. When “Jesus” is before “Christ” the name/title emphasizes his
submission unto death; when “Christ” precedes “Jesus,” the title/name emphasizes his exaltation.

5) Why are two titles used to describe the Savior?
 I John 4:14 – …the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.
 John 4:42 – …this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.
The title, “The Son” emphasizes The Lord Jesus’ relationship to His Father and his delegated authority
over all creation (the universe). The title “The Christ” speaks of the risen, glorified Christ who died for
the sins of the universe.
Two titles are used to emphasize both of these aspects of the risen glorified Christ.
The article “the” before both titles indicates there is one and only one “Son” who is the one “Christ.”

Summary
Some say Jesus indeed did what was required of him to save the entire world, but that the entire world
will not be saved because the majority of people reject him. Logically then, he could only be called the
“potential” Savior of the world. He is only the Savior of “some;” those he actually saves. But these
Scriptures define Jesus as the Savior of the whole world. If even one being is left unsaved, the world is
not saved. We need to believe God’s Word if we want to know and espouse the truth.

Page 66

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Jesus Will Draw All Mankind unto Himself
In the following verse, Jesus says he will draw all men unto him.
 John 12:31-33 – Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
This he said, signifying what death he should die.
There are 7 questions we must ask to gather the information we need to know exactly what this verse is
saying.
1. What does the word “judgment” mean?
2. What does the phrase “prince of this world” mean?
3. What does the phrase “lifted up from the earth” mean?
4. What does the word “draw” mean?
5. What does the phrase “all men” mean?
6. What does the phrase “unto myself” mean?
7. When will Jesus draw “all men” unto himself?
We will go to the Word of God for the answers.

1) What does the word “judgment” mean?
 John 12:31-33 – Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast
out.
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
This he said, signifying what death he should die.
“Judgement” is the Greek word, “krisis.” Let’s see what it means.
Strong’s G2920: κρίσις krísis, kree'-sis; decision (subjectively or objectively, for or against); by extension,
a tribunal; by implication, justice (especially, divine law): —accusation, condemnation, damnation,
judgment…
Outline of Usage:


a separating, sundering, separation
– a trial, contest



selection



judgment
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– opinion or decision given concerning anything


(esp. concerning justice and injustice, right or wrong)
– sentence of condemnation, damnatory judgment, condemnation and punishment



the college of judges (a tribunal of seven men in the several cities of Palestine; as distinguished
from the Sanhedrin, which had its seat at Jerusalem)



right, justice

Jesus’ crucifixion officially put an end to the devil’s reign. Jesus is waiting to assert his God-given
authority over all creation until the time the Father tells him to. God has put all judgment into the hands
of His Son.
 John 5:22 – For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:
 John 12:48 – He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
It takes a righteous judge to judge righteously. Christ is that Judge, appointed by God Himself.

2) What does the phrase “prince of this world” mean?
 John 12:31-33 – Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
“Prince” is the Greek word,” árchōn.”
“Strong’s G758: ἄρχων árchōn, ar'-khone; present participle of G757;
a first (in rank or power):—chief (ruler), magistrate, prince, ruler.
It’s used in Acts 3:15.
 Acts 3:15 – And killed the Prince of life [Jesus], whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof
we are witnesses.
Jesus is “the Prince of life.”
 Isaiah 9:6 – For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Jesus is “the Prince of peace.”
“Archon” is used of an authoritative ruler who subjects others to that authority. Adam was originally
given dominion of this world. God’s Adversary, the devil, was given authority over the world when Adam
disobeyed God and relinquished his right to it. Since the Adversary was his conqueror, the Adversary
lawfully assumed Adam’s headship.
 Genesis 1:26 – And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
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We can see the authority delegated to Adam by God here in Genesis 1:26.
 Luke 4:5-8 – And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is
delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.
If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
We can see this dominion was “delivered unto” God’s Adversary, Satan. That happened when Adam
disobeyed God and believed the Serpent (whom the Word of God says was Satan). The entire world was
brought under a curse to reflect the mortality conferred upon the up-to-then innocent man and woman.
Notice how Jesus answered the Adversary’s attacks. “It is written” was his constant protection. The
Word of God is “the sword of the Spirit.” Eve did not hold to God’s Word but believed a lie from the
Adversary, having been deceived. Adam followed suit, disregarding God’s authoritative command.
 John 14:30 – Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in me.
 John 16:11 – Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
 Ephesians 2:2 – Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience
The devil is “the prince of this world.” He is called the “god of this eon” in I Corinthians 4:4.
Vine says, "…the air" being that sphere in which the inhabitants of the world live and which, through the
rebellious and godless condition of humanity, constitutes the seat of his authority;”
John 16:11 says “the prince of this world is judged.” That happened at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ’s sacrificial offering paid the wages of the sins of the world and God conciliated the world
unto Himself through that very act. Sin was condemned on the cross and God’s Adversary was judged.
Christ will soon return to take back the authority of this world from him and establish His own righteous
government.

3) What does the phrase, “lifted up from the earth” mean?
 John 12:32 – And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
The next verse (33) says, “This he said, signifying what death he should die,” therefore “lifted up from
the earth” refers to Jesus’ crucifixion, not his resurrection or his ascension into heaven.
Through the cross of Christ, the devil was defeated, but he has not yet been removed. In the “fullness of
times” (Ephesians 1:9,10), Christ will subdue all things in heaven and earth unto himself (I Corinthians
15:20-28). The devil will be cast into the lake of fire at the end of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom to suffer
torment during the entire eon of the New Heaven and New Earth.
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4) What does the word “draw” Mean?
 John 12:32 – And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
The word “draw” is the Greek word, “helkyo.”
Strong’s G1670: ἑλκύω helkýō, hel-koo'-o; probably akin to G138; to drag (literally or figuratively):—
draw. Compare G1667.
Drag:
"To draw," differs from suro, as "drawing" does from violent "dragging." It is used of "drawing" a net,
John 21:6,11 (cp. No. 1, in ver. 8); Trench remarks, "At verse 6 and 11, helko (or helkuo) is used; for
there a drawing of the net to a certain point is intended; by the disciples to themselves in the ship, by
Peter to himself upon the shore. But at verse 8 helko gives place to suro: for nothing is there intended
but the dragging of the net, which had been fastened to the ship, after it through the water" (Syn., xxi).
This less violent significance, usually present in helko, but always absent from suro, is seen in the
metaphorical use of helko, to signify "drawing" by inward power, by Divine impulse, John 6:44; 12:32. So
in the Sept., e.g., Sgs 1:4; Jer 31:3, "with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." It is used of a more vigorous
action, in John 18:10, of "drawing" a sword; in Acts 16:19; 21:30, of forcibly "drawing" men to or from a
place; so in James 2:6, AV, "draw," RV, "drag."
The Greek word, “helkýō” literally means “to drag off,” even forcefully. Therefore, it is a “seizing” of
whatever is being “dragged off.” “Helkýō” rules out a purely self-willed approach of whoever is being
“drawn” to the person or object. The subject is being “dragged,” not merely “invited.”
Jesus Christ will “drag” all mankind unto Himself – forcefully when needed – most of them by
resurrecting them from the dead to appear at the Great White Throne. Is not that with “force?”

5) What does the phrase “all men” mean?
 John 12:32 – And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
There’s that little word “all” again. “All” is the Greek word “pas” and means “all, every.” It means “all
without exception” and is limited only by the context it appears in. There is absolutely nothing in the
context to limit this word to a select group of people, such as those who believe. Jesus said if he was
“lifted up” on the cross, he would draw – forcefully drag – all without exception – people unto him. He
will do this not with a sword but with love and overwhelming grace.

6) What does the phrase “unto myself” mean?
 John 12:32 – And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
The thought that any person could come to Jesus and be rejected is preposterous. Jesus is the Savior of
the world, not the condemner of it.
 Matthew 11:28 – Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
 Matthew 19:14 – But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
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“Unto me…” doesn’t imply he’ll draw all people to him and some will believe and some will not – that he
will accept some and others he will not.
 Matthew 11:28 – Come unto me, all [ye] that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
 Matthew 19:14 – But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
Anyone who comes to the Lord will be received by him.

7) When will Jesus draw “all men” unto himself?
 John 12:32 – And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
John 12:31-33 states that through Jesus’ crucifixion, he will draw all mankind unto himself. But when will
this occur? When will all the antediluvians who lived before the flood of Noah’s time, for example, be
drawn unto Jesus? When will all those since the flood of Noah’s time who never heard the name “Jesus”
be drawn unto him? Does he mean “from the crucifixion on” or does he include “all mankind” who has
ever lived?
 Revelation 13:8 – And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him [the beast], whose names
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation [Greek: “katabole,”
“disruption”] of the world.
The lamb was “slain from the disruption of the earth” which predates Adam and Eve. (See Volume 3 of
my “Unto Perfection” series, “The Purpose of God in Creation: The Consummation of all Things” for a
discussion of what this “disruption” was.) Therefore, regarding mankind, the crucifixion of Christ covers
all mankind from its inception. Christ’s cross atones for the “sins of the world” all the way back to the
disruption, so Christ will save all things in heaven and on earth, not just mankind only.
 John 6:44 – No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise
him up on the last day
Some say John 6:44 limits John 12:32. Christ said if he was lifted up he would draw all men unto him;
then he says only those the Father draws can come to him. But there is no discrepancy between the two
verses. God will draw “all” men unto Christ – does John 6:44 say He will not? No, we add that in
ourselves. I Timothy 4:10 teaches that God is the Savior of all mankind, especially those who believe. I
Corinthians 15:20-28 teaches that all mankind (all who are dying in Adam) will be made alive but each in
their own order.
There is no contradiction. God isn’t drawing everyone all at once. There’s a reason for the order He has
chosen. Over the course of the eons, God draws people to Christ, and it’s those people Christ draws to
himself. Christ said that he will draw all men unto himself, and that will not be for condemnation but for
salvation because Christ is the Savior of the world.
So, I’ll ask the question again: When exactly will Christ draw all men to himself? What about all those
people who died before Christ was even born? When will he draw those to himself? What about the
billions of people who worship false gods today? When will he draw all those people to himself?
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The Word of God says this “drawing unto Christ” occurs in stages. After his crucifixion and resurrection,
only about 120 believed. These, combined with those who were saved on Pentecost and during the
Pentecostal Administration made up the first fruits of Christ’s harvest. Currently, he is drawing people
out of the nations, along with a small remnant of the children of Israel, into his church. When he returns
for Israel, he will draw multitudes more of both Jews and Gentiles. And then at the Consummation, he
will draw all those who have not been drawn previously.
The only time he can draw unbelievers who died prior to his death and resurrection is at the Great
White Throne judgment, for those people remain dead until the resurrection of the unjust. This proves
that it must be available to come to Christ after one dies. This is unheard of in theology, but is an
obvious reality in God’s Word.
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Romans 5:12-19 Teaches All Mankind Will Be Justified
 Romans 5:12-19 – Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to
come.)
15 So also is the free gift not like the offense. For if through the offense of one many are
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, has abounded unto many.
16 So is the gift not like it was by one that sinned: for the judgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offenses unto justification.
17 For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they who receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.)
18 Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation;
even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life.
19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
one shall many be made righteous.
There are 15 questions we must have the answers to if we are to understand this verse as God intends it
to be understood.
1. How did sin enter the world?
2. Why do people sin?
3. What was the purpose of the Law?
4. Adam is the “figure” of who that was to come?
5. Why is the free gift not like the offense?
6. What is the “gift by grace?”
7. What is “justification?”
8. What is “righteousness?”
9. Who are those that shall “reign in life?”
10. What was the result of “the offense of one?”
11. What was the result of “the righteousness of one?”
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12. What consequence resulted from one man’s disobedience?
13. What blessing resulted from one man’s obedience?
14. What does the word “many” mean?
15. What is man’s role in what Christ accomplished?
Let’s dive into God’s Word.

1) How did sin enter the world?
 Romans 5:12 – Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the world…
Sin is “missing the mark” of God’s righteousness. Adam disobeyed God and sin entered the world. The
Bible is really the record of two men: Adam who lost everything and Christ who redeemed everything
and creates a new and perfec humanity.

2) Why do people sin?
 Romans 5:12 – Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that [Greek: “eph ho,” “upon which”] all have sinned:
Mortality was passed on to all men, not sin. We do not inherit sin, but mortality. Because we have
“death working in us” we sin. We are prone to sin because of our mortality. This is why man needs to be
saved from mortality – from death itself. And because we sin, we also have to be saved from God’s
judgment.

3) What was the purpose of the Law?
 Romans 4:14,15 – For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise
made of none effect:
Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.
“Where no law is, there is no transgression.” To “impute sin” unto people, God needed to write
His Law down for them to follow. A command, such as that given to Adam, is enforceable.
Violating the command brings down the righteous judgment of God to set things right. So, God
wrote His Law in words and delivered them unto Israel through Moses.
 Romans 5:13,14 – (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no
law.
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned in the
likeness of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.)
Sin is the cause of mankind’s mortality. Even without a written law, death infects all of God’s creatures.
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 Romans 3:19,20 – Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is
the knowledge of sin.
 Romans 5:20,21 – Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound:
That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.
We can see that the Law was given to Israel to convict man of sin, not to liberate him. It was given to
make sin “more sinful” by exposing God’s righteousness against it. The law condemns man but through
Christ the spirit of life liberates him.

4) Adam is the “figure” of who that was to come?
 Romans 5:13,14 – (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no
law.
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned in the
likeness of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.)
Adam was “the figure” of him that was to come. As I said, the Word of God is the story of two
men: the first man Adam and the second and last Adam, Christ.
 I Corinthians 15:45-47 – And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last
Adam was made a quickening spirit.
Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which
is spiritual.
The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.
Christ is God’s unique Son. He is the first and the last, or more properly, the prototype and the
completion of God’s image. God is creating mankind in His image through His Son’s work. The first man
was natural, which means “earthy.” The second man is spiritual, or celestial. Man had to make man
“earthy” first to make him suitable to die. Knowing man would disobey him, God predestinated it to
happen, for it is part of His plan to reveal His extreme love and kindness through salvation. Adam got us
into this dilemma, Christ gets us out – but more than that – through Christ we will not only be “restored”
but glorified!
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5) Why is the free gift not like the offense?
 Romans 5:15,16 – So also is the free gift not like the offense. For if through the offense of one
many are dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, has abounded unto many.
So is the gift not like it was by one that sinned: for the judgment was by one to condemnation,
but the free gift is of many offenses unto justification.
For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they who receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
The offense was a single act that brought death upon the entire human race. But Christ’s single
righteous act brought the gift of righteousness to all mankind despite “many offenses.” As I said, “Christ
gets us out – but more than that – through Christ we will not only be “restored” but glorified!”

6) What is the “gift by grace?”
 Romans 5:15-17 – So also is the free gift not like the offense. For if through the offense of one
many are dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, has abounded unto many.
So is the gift not like it was by one that sinned: for the judgment was by one to condemnation,
but the free gift is of many offenses unto justification.
For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they who receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
The gift of God’s grace, as stated in these verses, is “the gift of righteousness” by which all mankind shall
reign in life. This is made available through the abundance of God’s grace. Man deserved death, but God
gives mankind life through Jesus Christ.

7) What is “justification?”
 Romans 5:16 – So is the gift not like it was by one that sinned: for the judgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offenses unto justification.
God justifies people when they believe the record He gave of His Son. Justification is the Greek word,
“dikaiōma.”
Strong’s #G1345 -- δικαίωμα, “dikaiōma,” “justification,” is a legal term which means “equity (of
character or act); specially (Christian) justification: righteousness.”
1. that which has been deemed right so as to have the force of law;
2. what has been established and ordained by law, an ordinance: universally, of an appointment
of God having the force of law
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3. a judicial decision, sentence; of God — either the favorable judgment by which he acquits
men and declares them acceptable to him Romans 5:16; or unfavorable: sentence of
condemnation.
4. a righteous act or deed, the righteous act of one (Christ) in his giving himself up to death,
opposed to the first sin of Adam, Romans.
“Dikaiōma” is translated righteousness 4 times, ordinance 3 times, judgment 2 times, and justification
once. (This word actually means “justification” – the word “righteousness” is actually translated from
the Greek word, “dikaiosuné” which is from the same family of words.)
“Dikaiōma” literally means “acquittal.” The person is justified with a “not guilty” verdict. This goes far
beyond temporary forgiveness which requires a guilty verdict before it can be given.
The believer is justified by God (Romans 3:26), by faith (Romans 3:28; 4:5; 5:1), by God’s grace (Romans
3:24), by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:11) and in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21).
1. in the broad sense, the state of him who is such as he ought to be, righteousness (German
Rechtbeschaffenheit); the condition acceptable to God (German Gottwohlgefälligkeit);
a. universally: λόγος τῆς δικαιοσύνης (like λόγος τῆς καταλλαγῆς, λ. τοῦ σταυροῦ), the doctrine
concerning the way in which man may attain to a state approved of God, Hebrews 5:13;
βασιλεὺς δικαιοσύνης, the king who himself has the approbation of God, and who renders his
subjects acceptable to God, Hebrews 7:2.
b. integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling, and acting: Matthew
3:15; Matthew 5:6, 10, 20; Matthew 6:1 G L T Tr WH; Acts 13:10; Acts 24:25;
Romans 6:13,16, 18-20

8) What is “righteousness?”
The word for “righteousness” is the Greek word, “,” which is accurately translated “righteousness.”
Strong’s 1343 dikaiosýnē (from 1349 /díkē, "a judicial verdict") – properly, judicial approval (the
verdict of approval); in the NT, the approval of God ("divine approval").
1343 /dikaiosýnē ("divine approval") is the regular NT term used for righteousness ("God's
judicial approval"). 1343 /dikaiosýnē ("the approval of God") refers to what is deemed right by the
Lord (after His examination), i.e. what is approved in His eyes.
“Dikaiosynē” is transited righteousness all 92 times it is used.
One of those occurrences is in Romans 5:17.
 Romans 5:17 – For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they who receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.
God reckons a person “righteous” when He justifies him or her. Justification reaches far beyond
temporary forgiveness. Justification is acquittal, a not-guilty verdict, all because Christ paid for the sins
of the world.
•

“Righteousness” is the state of being “right.” It is “being and doing right.”

•

Justification is the act of making one “righteous” before God.
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•

It is God’s righteousness that is conferred upon the believer, not the person’s own righteousness

•

God “reckons” a person righteous when they believe the record He gave of His Son (which is:
Christ was crucified for our sins, was buried, and was raised from the dead).

•

When Christ returns, the believer will be made fully righteous and will no longer be considered,
or “reckoned” righteous.

9) Who are those that shall “reign in life?”
Romans 5:17 – For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they who receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
All who receive “abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness” shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.
How many is that? It includes all mankind because Jesus’s sacrifice paid for the sins of the entire world.
But again, this will be done in a specific order: Christ the firstfruits, those who are Christ’s at his coming,
thereupon the Consummation when the rest will be made alive.

10) What was the result of “the offense of one?”
 Romans 5:18a – Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation…
Through Adam’s single act of disobedience, all mankind was judged and condemned. We all come from,
or out of, Adam.

11) What was the result of “the righteousness of one?”
 Romans 5:18b – even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.
By Jesus Christ’s righteous act of laying down his life for all mankind, the free gift “came upon all men”
unto justification of life. All mankind, eventually, will be justified because of what Christ accomplished.
The same “all” who were condemned” are the “all” who shall be justified. Praise God for his marvelous
plan and work, and for his Son Jesus the Christ who always does His Father’s will.

12) What consequence resulted from one man’s disobedience?
 Romans 5:19a – For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners…
By Adam’s single act of disobedience, mankind was made mortal. Because we are mortal, we are prone
to sin. Therefore, by Adams disobedience, many were made sinners. Now how many people were “made
sinners?” All except Adam. We will look more closely at that word “many” later, but it is obvious that
not “some” men were made sinners – all were.

13) What blessing resulted from one man’s obedience?
 Romans 5:19b – by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
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By Jesus Christ’s obedience unto death, many shall be made righteous. Jesus Christ learned obedience
by the things he suffered (Hebrews 5:8). Here we have that word, “many” again. Let’s discuss that next.

14) What does the word “many” mean?
 Romans 5:19 – For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous.
We see the word “many” twice in this verse. Adam was not “made” a sinner. He became a sinner all on
his own. All Adam’s descendants (the “many”) plus Adam equals “all mankind” (Romans 5:18).
Christ is righteous and does not need to be “made righteous.” He was never “unrighteous.” All Adam’s
descendants (the “many”) plus Christ equals “all mankind” (Romans 5:18).
So, we see that “the many” includes all except Adam and Christ, respectively. God’s Word is amazing.
We can trust it for truth. It is both consistent and congruent throughout its content.
Let’s look at the correlating statements in this section in Romans a little closer. The following chart
shows this.
Therefore…
The First Man: Adam

The Second Man: Christ

By the offense of one

By the righteousness of one

judgment came upon

the free gift came upon

all men

all men

to condemnation

to justification of life

For as…
By one man’s disobedience

By the obedience of one

the many were made

shall many be made

sinners

righteous

It is obvious that by the first man, Adam’s, offense:
1. Judgment came upon all men to condemnation
1. Many (all except Adam) were made sinners
It is also obvious that by the second man, Christ’s, obedience:
1. The free gift (of righteousness) came upon all men unto justification of life
2. Many (all except Christ who is always righteous) shall be made righteous
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The “therefore” and “for as” set up a direct comparison between Adam and Christ. We have to compare
apples with apples, not apples with oranges. All who were made sinners shall be made righteous,
otherwise there is no direct comparison.
There is a marvelously accurate translation in Weymouth’s version of the Bible. Let’s take a look at it.
 Romans 5:18,19 – It follows then that just as the result of a single transgression is a
condemnation which extends to the whole race, so also the result of a single decree of
righteousness is a life-giving acquittal which extends to the whole race.
For as through the disobedience of the one individual the mass of mankind were constituted
sinners, so also through the obedience of the One the mass of mankind will be constituted
righteous.
Let’s look at the correlating phrases in this version.
Therefore…
The First Man: Adam

The Second Man: Christ

The result of a single transgression

the result of a single decree of righteousness

Condemnation which extends to

life-giving acquittal which extends to

the whole race

the whole race

For as…
Through the disobedience of the one individual

Through the obedience of one

the mass of mankind were constituted

the mass of mankind will be constituted

sinners

righteous

By the first man, Adam’s, transgression:
1. Condemnation which extends to the whole race
2. The mass of mankind were constituted sinners
By the second man, Christ’s, single decree of righteousness:
1. life-giving acquittal which extends to the whole race
2. the mass of mankind shall be constituted righteous
Isn’t that a beautiful translation? It is accurate and very clear. Look what Christ has done for us!
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15) What is man’s role in what Christ accomplished?
Man’s response or lack thereof is not even mentioned in connection with what Christ accomplished for
all mankind. On the cross, just before he laid down his life, Jesus cried, “It is finished!” His sacrificial work
was complete and it had nothing to do with man. He died for the sins of the whole world and,
eventually, all mankind will be justified – made righteous – because of His faith in His Father.
These verses have nothing to do with what man – any man – does. It is all about what Christ did to annul
and supersede what Adam did. Romans 3 teaches about the individual who believes now; Romans 5
teaches about all mankind.
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All Israel Shall Be Saved
God again shows all mankind will be saved in the section in Romans 9-11 which deals with Israel and the
nations on a worldwide, not individual, scope. Israel’s salvation differs from the church of Christ’s
salvation because they constitute a different class of people. That designation was made by God Himself
when He separated Israel out from the nations and called them His people.
 Romans 11:25-27 – For I would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles comes in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
To understand these verses, we must ask the following six questions.
1. What “secret” does Paul reveal here?
2. Who constitutes the “Israel” spoken of here?
3. What does the phrase “all Israel" mean?
4. What does the word “saved” mean?
5. What is the “covenant” that is mentioned here?
6. When will “all Israel” be saved?
The Word of God has the answers and assures us of the truth.

1) What “secret” does Paul reveal here?
 Romans 11:25 – For I would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery [Greek:
“musterion,” “secret”], lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.
The Word of God tells us what the secret is right in the same verse! “that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.” The Greek word, “musterion” means “secret.”
There is nothing “mysterious” about it. Once it is revealed it is no longer a “secret” but a known fact or
truth. The timing of the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom was not revealed until this secret was revealed to
the apostle Paul by Christ Jesus and recorded here in Romans 11:25.
Israel vowed to keep God’s law many times but failed to do so. But the most condemning part of their
apostasy was that they lacked faith – they did not believe what God promised about their coming
deliverer, their Messiah. God promised them earthly blessings if they walked with Him by having faith in
His promises, and if they kept the written Law as delivered to them through Moses. He also warned
them of the curse of the Law should they not keep it. Because of their unbelief, Israel lost their Kingdom
and were disbursed into the nations for chastisement.
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They crucified their Messiah and rejected Him during the time period covered in the book of Acts. God
withdrew the proclamation of the coming Kingdom and blinded them until further notice. In the
meantime, He is building the church of Christ during this Administration of the Secret. When the church
is taken up, He will once again resume His dealings with Israel. In the meantime, their Kingdom has been
held in abeyance.
This is a “secret” because God had never revealed when He would restore their Kingdom. After Israel
lost their Kingdom, the prophets enquired diligently for the answer to this question but God did not
answer them. Once they rejected Christ both in his personal ministry and through the Holy Spirit in the
book of Acts, He revealed parts of His plan that He had kept secret. This is one of those secrets that are
part of the larger “secret of Christ” revealed in Ephesians 1:9.10.

2) Who constitutes the “Israel” spoken of here?
 Romans 11:26 – And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
We must study the context in which a verse appears to fully understand it’s meaning. Chapters 9-11 of
Romans are a dissertation on the national aspect of what Christ accomplished. It discusses Israel’s failure
that opened up the door for God to deal with the Gentiles outside of Israel. It also discusses Israel’s
future and answers that long-asked question, “When, Lord?”
Let’s look at the context of these verses in Romans.
 Romans 9:1-5 – I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Ghost,
That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.
For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to
the flesh:
Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;
Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God
blessed for ever. Amen.
Paul agonized over Israel, his own race. He says he would gladly be accursed if it were possible for them
to believe instead of him! Then he reminds us of Israel’s calling to be God’s chosen people.
 Romans 9:6-8 – Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all
Israel, which are of Israel:
Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed
be called.
That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the
children of the promise are counted for the seed.
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These verses explain that the “true” Israel are those who are of the faith of Abraham, namely, those who
believe. Since its inception, not all Israel believes. Faith is what most of them, especially their leadership,
lack. But does this mean those who are “of the flesh” will never be saved?
 Romans 9:31-33 – But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to
the law of righteousness.
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they
stumbled at that stumblingstone;
As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
We are told why and how Israel failed in these verses. They thought doing the works of the Law, and
keeping the customs and traditions, would make them righteous and acceptable to God. But they lacked
the one thing God was looking for – faith, not rote ceremony. The Law was given to impute sin, to show
Israel they needed a Savior. But they rejected that and sought to please God by works, as Cain did so
many years before.
 Romans 10:1-4 – Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be
saved.
For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.
Here the apostle Paul declares that Christ is the end, or fulfillment, of the Law for righteousness to
everyone that believes. What about the rest? Will they never be justified?
 Romans 11:1,2a – I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.
“Replacement Theology” states that the church takes Israel’s place and inherits all her promises since
she rejected her Messiah. God clearly says here that he has not abandoned his people. God always
fulfills His promises – He is faithful and just. Israel will come into their Kingdom. We can read about it in
the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. Jesus returns, defeats Israel’s enemies, judges the nations and
inaugurates his Kingdom. He then rules the earth from Israel. God has not forsaken His people.
God has two programs – one for Israel, and one for the nations and a small remnant of Israel. Combining
and confuting these two programs as one has robbed believers of knowing who they are and what they
have in Christ. The earthly inheritance of Israel and the celestial inheritance of the church are two
completely different and distinct allotments. Let’s keep these two programs straight in our
understanding and in our teaching.
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 Romans 11:5 – Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace.
“Israel” is the chosen people of God from the disruption of the world, but only those of “faith”
constitute the true Israel. There is a “remnant” even now by God’s grace. Salvation is God’s prerogative:
by election. This does NOT mean all the rest of Israel will NOT be saved. The phrase, “all Israel” shall be
discussed next.

3) What does the phrase “all Israel” mean?
 Romans 11:26,27 –And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
“All” is the Greek word, “pas” which means “all” or “every.” Here “all” means “all Israel without
exception.” Blindness in part (excluding a remnant for this present time) is happened to Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles comes in. “Until” tells us there will be an end to their stubborn unbelief, and this
is how we know “all Israel” means “all Israel without exception,” not just a “remnant.”
We know this phrase “all Israel” does not mean just the remnant because the remnant believes! The rest
will not believe “until” the fullness of the Gentiles comes in, hence after that, “all” Israel without
exception will believe. So, we see that those who are not “true Israel” now – the ones who lack faith
spoken of as “not” true Israel, will become so eventually. God is saving and reconciling all mankind in
stages to suit His plan and purpose which is perfect.
Consider this verse from Isaiah that declares that every seed of Israel will be justified – not just “some.”
 Isaiah 45:25 – In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.
There are other supporting Scriptures that verify this. I Timothy 4:10 says “we trust in the living God, the
Savior of all men… especially those who believe.” I Timothy 2:4-8 tell us “God will have all mankind to
be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Colossians 1:20 says through the blood of
Christ, God will reconcile all in heaven and in earth to Himself. Is not Israel part of “all in earth?”
“All Israel” means “all Israel without exception” because God has concluded them all in unbelief that He
might have mercy upon them all. The only reason the present “remnant” believes is because God
granted them the faith to believe. See the topic “God Has Concluded All in Unbelief that He Might Have
Mercy Upon All” for the study on that section of Scripture.

4) What does the word “saved” mean?
 Romans 11:26,27 – And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob…
“Saved” is the Greek word “sozo.”
Strong’s G4982: σώζω sṓzō, sode'-zo; from a primary σῶς sōs (contraction for obsolete σάος sáos,
"safe"); to save, i.e. deliver or protect (literally or figuratively):—heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be
(make) whole.
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To be “saved” is to be delivered, healed, made whole, and results in reconciliation with God through
Christ.
Israel’s salvation and inheritance differs from that of the church of Christ.


Israel’s is terrestrial: they will be “born again” which qualifies them to enter the Millennial
Kingdom



The church of Christ’s is celestial: we are already saved; we are “a new creation” which is the
“new humanity” for life in the celestial sphere



We are “being saved” now, that is, we are “working out” the salvation God has already given us

5) What is the “covenant” that is mentioned Here?
 Romans 11:27 – For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
God mentions a covenant here in relation to Israel. This covenant will “take away their sins.” The old
covenant, the Law, imputed sin. This must be a new covenant!
 Jeremiah 31:31,34 – Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them,
But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith
the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. saith the LORD:
We see that this new covenant is “with the house of Israel.” God will write His Law in their hearts and
shall teach them His ways.
Ezekiel speaks of this new covenant also.
 Ezekiel 36:26-28 – And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey
my rules.
You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be
your God.
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Besides writing His Law into their hearts, God will give them a softened heart and He will put His Spirit
within them. This is the “new birth” Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about, as recorded in John chapter 3. He
told Nicodemus that he should have known these things. The sections of Scripture we are now reading
are part of what Jesus was referring to. Nicodemus should have known these things through his reading
of the Scriptures! We should know these things also.
During what we call “the last supper,” Jesus spoke of this new covenant.
 Luke 22:17-20 – And he [Jesus] took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselves:
For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.
And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament [covenant] in my blood,
which is shed for you.
The communion service observed in many churches is a tradition that recognizes the death of Christ on
the cross. The new covenant is made through the blood and flesh of Christ, represented by the elements
used in the communion service. This covenant has nothing to do with mankind – as the Law did and
failed as a result – but has everything to do with Christ. The communion service does not “effect” the
new covenant for anyone – it is merely a reminder done “in remembrance” of Christ’s death. Some have
spiritualized it but that is extra-Biblical, which means it is not suggested or condoned by the Word of
God.
The “old covenant” is the Mosaic Law. It was “weak according to the flesh,” because man could not keep
it due to death inherited from Adam. The “old covenant” was given to convict Israel of sin – to show
man God’s disgust of sin and man’s inability to overcome it on his own.
The “new covenant” is the covenant in or through Christ’s blood which is perfect and saves man because
it has nothing to do with man keeping anything or not – Christ kept the Law for us. The “new covenant”
is given to dispense God’s overwhelming grace to mankind through Christ.
Israel failed because they lacked “faith.” They thought doing the works of the law would justify them
and save them. They could not keep the law and were not justified or saved by it. They forsook God’s
law altogether. They used and abused Gentiles whom they were supposed to bless. They crucified God’s
only begotten Son.
But God’s promises to them remain, because He cannot deny Himself. Those promises include the
establishment of their own Kingdom that will rule the earth under their Messiah King. God has given
them the jurisdiction of the earth. To prepare them to enter the Kingdom, God promised to pour out His
Spirit upon them and give them a new heart. The restoration of their Kingdom and the surety of their
inheritance has been spoken by God’s holy prophets throughout this eon, from the first time they
departed from the living God.
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6) When will “all Israel” be saved?
 Romans 11:26,27 – And so all Israel shall be saved
Now that we know “all Israel shall be saved,” when will this occur?
“The restitution,” or more accurately, the “restoration” [Greek: “apokatastasis”] of all things” has to do
with the re-establishment of Israel’s Kingdom and the earth’s renascence. This was spoken by all the
prophets of God and will happen at the return of Christ. Christ will return for Israel and will judge the
nations. Those of Israel who are alive when he returns will be judged for their faith in God and their
faithfulness to God’s Law. The faithful will be ushered into Christ’s Kingdom; the rest will be thrust out
“into outer darkness,” away from the light of the Kingdom.
The apostle of the Circumcision, Peter, spoke about the restoration of all things for Israel when he was
confronted by the Sanhedrin after healing the lame man by the Temple gate.
 Acts 3:20,21 – And he [God] shall send Jesus Christ, who before was preached unto you:
Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution [Greek: “apokatastasis,”
restoration] of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began [Greek “aion,” “since the eon”].
The phrase “since the world began” in the Greek is “apo” (since) “eon” (the world began). “Apo” means
“from” or “away from.” “Eon” means a period of time, the length which is determined by the context, if
it is revealed. From the time that Israel walked away from God and lost their Kingdom, God has spoken
continually, “from the eon,” through His holy prophets about the coming restoration of all things.
The prophet Zechariah spoke and wrote about the time when Israel would be restored to their Kingdom.
 Zechariah 12:9-11 – And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the
nations that come against Jerusalem.
And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of
grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is
in bitterness for his firstborn.
In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the
valley of Megiddon.
We see the judgment of the nations in verse 9, and we see the new covenant enacted in verse 10. The
“great mourning” is because Israel (those who are alive at that time) will finally realize they crucified
their Messiah. They will believe by sight. But as Joseph saved Israel from the famine after his brothers
disowned him and sold him into slavery, Jesus will save them and tell them, “do not grieve – this was all
of God for your benefit, because He loves you.”
Romans 11 confirms all Israel shall be saved, and shows us when this will happen.
 Romans 11:25-27 – For I would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery
[secret], lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to
Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.
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And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
We see that a remnant believes now, but when Christ returns and they see him whom they pierced, the
scales will be lifted from their eyes and their ears and their hearts will be open to receive faith through
God’s Living Word, Christ. At that time “all Israel” who are alive at the return of Christ will be saved.
But what about the rest of Israel – namely, those who died without faith since the inception of Israel?
Are these included in “all Israel?”
 Romans 11:25b – blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles
comes in.
Israel will be saved in stages.
1. The “remnant” that exists now according to the election of grace are being saved now during
the Administration of the Secret, and will meet the Lord in the air when he returns for his
church.
2. Israelites who believed from Old Covenant times will rise from the dead at the Resurrection
of the Just, which occurs when Jesus returns to the earth for Israel and inaugurates his
Millennial Kingdom. They will be saved then.
3. Those Israelites who are alive and believe at the return of Christ for Israel will join those
raised at the Resurrection of the Just and will enter Christ’s Millennial Kingdom on earth.
They will be saved then.
4. Those who did not believe, or who were cast off for evil deeds, from the time of Israel’s
inception to the end of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom will be raised from the dead at the
Resurrection of the Unjust. Each person will be judged for their individual deeds and will then
suffer “eonian chastisement” during the eon of the Millennial Kingdom and the eon of the
New Heaven and New Earth.
These will be saved at the Consummation when death is finally destroyed.
And so, “ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED!”

Summary
All Israel shall be saved – after “the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.” God covenanted it – He
guaranteed it. This doesn’t give us a calendar date or a year but it does give us God’s timing and His
order of events. Currently God is building Christ’s church that will inherit the celestial realm. That church
is primarily Gentile with a small remnant of Israel included. When “the fullness of the Gentiles comes in”
that will trigger the return of Christ for the church. This is commonly called “the Rapture.” God will
remove His ambassadors from the earth before He pours out His wrath. Sometime later, Christ will
return to the earth for Israel, will judge the nations, and usher in his Kingdom. The true renascence will
occur and the restoration of all things concerning Israel will be accomplished.
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God Has Concluded All in Unbelief that He Might Have Mercy Upon All
In the book of Romans, chapter 11, God declares through the apostle Paul that He will have mercy upon
all mankind.
Watch the pronouns carefully in this section of Romans below.
 Romans 11:30-32 – For as you [Gentiles] in times past have not believed God, yet have now
obtained mercy through their [Israel’s] unbelief:
Even so have these [Israel] also now not believed, that through your [Gentiles] mercy
they also may obtain mercy.
For God has concluded them all [Israel and Gentile] in unbelief, that he might have
mercy upon all.
We must ask 5 questions in order to have the information we need from God’s Word to fully understand
these verses.
1. What does the word “unbelief” mean?
2. How many has God concluded in “unbelief?”
3. Why did God do so?
4. What does the word “mercy” mean?
5. Why does anyone believe?
Let’s enquire of God.

1) What does the word “unbelief” mean?
 Romans 11:32 – For God has concluded them all [Israel and Gentiles] in unbelief [Greek:
“apeitheia,” “obstinate and rebellious], that he might have mercy upon all.
The word “unbelief” is the Greek word, “apeítheia,” from which we get our English word “apathy.”
Strong’s G543: ἀπείθεια apeítheia, ap-i'-thi-ah; from G545; disbelief (obstinate and rebellious): —
disobedience, unbelief.
The English definition is slightly different.
Webster’s Dictionary
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apathy
“The English word “apathy” comes from “apeítheia.” Apathy is the lack of response lack of
feeling or emotion or lack of interest or concern. Apathy suggests a puzzling or deplorable
inertness or lack of passion”
“The Greek Origins of Apathy
Apathy was borrowed into English in the late 16th century from Greek apatheia, which itself
comes from the adjective apathēs, meaning "without feeling." Apathēs, in turn, was formed by
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combining the negating prefix a- with pathos, meaning "emotion." Incidentally, if you've guessed
that pathos is the source of the identically spelled noun in English (meaning either "an element in
experience or in artistic representation evoking pity or compassion" or "an emotion of
sympathetic pity"), you are correct. Pathos also gave us such words as antipathy, empathy,
sympathy, pathetic, and even the archaic word pathematic ("emotional").”
The Biblical usage of “apeitheia” indicates unbelief due to lack of interest or concern regarding the
Sovereign Creator. They have no interest or concern.
For many generations after Adam, people had no doubt that “there is a God” because He was visibly
active in earthly affairs. What they did was to stubbornly refuse the way of God, written on their hearts
and consciences, to follow their own ways. While they knew God, they did not worship God. They
became vain in their imaginations and worshipped everything else under the sun instead of the Creator,
according to Romans 1. They become obstinate and rebellious because of their stubbornness. Unbelief
boils down to stubbornness. Even people who know God stubbornly refuse to trust and obey Him but
will readily obey another.
Even today, it’s known in every heart that there is a Creator God, but the vast majority are apathetic
about seeking Him. Instead they follow whatever they are led into, and that represents their God. The
heart that yearns after righteousness and truth will not be satisfied with these substitutions.
Now let’s be honest. We are all, without exception, in the same boat. That’s the lesson of the first two
chapters of Romans. There are none that seek Him… none that do righteousness (according to God’s
high standard) … all are gone out of the way…
Therefore, God has concluded them all in unbelief that He might have mercy upon all. God has to give
a person the faith to believe. Unbelief is simply lack of faith in what God says in His Word for whatever
reason. Not one would believe without God giving that person faith to believe through His grace. It’s all
on Him and has nothing to do with us as individuals. This is an important truth to know. God saves
because He wants to save. He is the author of Salvation and anointed His Son to be the agent of
salvation. Of a truth, “it is finished” regarding the salvic phase. The debt has been paid. Currently the
redemption phase progresses which will result in the reconciliation of all.
Does this sound like an angry vengeful God to you?

2) How many has God concluded in “unbelief?”
 Romans 11:32a – For God has concluded them all [Israel and Gentiles] in unbelief [Greek:
apeitheia,” stubbornness…
God has concluded “them all” in unbelief – both Israel and the Gentiles – that He might have mercy
upon “all”. As seen from the context, the word “all” here includes all of Israel and all Gentiles: everyone
without exception. It is inclusive of all humanity. Did you realize God did this? Now you know! Straight
from His Word of truth. Next we will see why He did this.

3) Why did God do so?
 Romans 11:32b – …that he might have mercy upon all.
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From the rest of Romans we have learned that God’s mercy is through His grace, and that is due to what
Christ accomplished, God says He will have mercy “upon all.” But what is “mercy?”

4) What does the word “mercy” mean?
 Romans 11:32b – …that he might have mercy upon all.
Mercy is the Greek word, “eleéō.” Let’s see what this word means.
Strong’s G1653 – ἐλεέω eleéō, el-eh-eh'-o; from G1656; to compassionate (by word or deed, specially,
by divine grace): —have compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on).
From this, and how it is used in God’s Word, we can deduce:


“Mercy” is the withholding of merited judgment. The subject of judgment is guilty, but God
withholds His judgment.



God is merciful because Christ paid for the sins of the entire world (I John 2:2).

5) Why does anyone believe?
 Romans 11:32b – …that he might have mercy upon all.
Why do some people believe and some do not? How does this fit with God saying that He has concluded
all, both Israel and Gentiles, in unbelief?
You may think that since you believe, God did not “conclude all in unbelief.” This is a misunderstanding
of the state that all mankind is in due to Adam’s disobedience. You believe only because God chose you,
and gave you the faith to believe, not because of anything you are or anything you have done or will do
– it is all by God’s grace alone.
These are the facts.
1. You believe only because of God’s election.
2. God chose you, then called you, justified you and will glorify you (Romans 8:28-31).
3. God gave you the faith to believe through His written and spoken Word (Romans 10:17).
4. You were saved by the faith of Jesus Christ, not your own faith (Romans 3:19-26)
What does that leave for you to do? Absolutely nothing but to have confidence in what God said! That is
what our part of “faith” is. We are not saved by our “faith” but by the faith of Jesus Christ who trusted
His Father all the way through the cross. We simply place our confidence, our “belief,” in the faith of
Jesus Christ according to God’s Word.
 Ephesians 1:2-5 – Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
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According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation [Greek: “katabole,” “disruption] of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to
the good pleasure of his will,
It’s God’s election that caused the chain of events that led to your confession of Jesus as Lord and your
belief that God raised him from the dead.
 Ephesians 2:8,9 – For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.
The electing, the predestining, the calling, the justifying, the sanctification, the reconciliation, the
glorification – all is of God and not of us.
 Romans 10:17 – So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
The faith you received to believe came directly from God’s Word of truth.
 Romans 3:19-26 – Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and
the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.
It is Jesus Christ’s faith that saves us, not our own. This leaves nothing for us to do but to believe it and
thereby receive it.
 Romans 11:30-32 – For as you [Gentiles] in times past have not believed God, yet have now
obtained mercy through their [Israel’s] unbelief:

Page 94

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Even so have these [Israel] also now not believed, that through your [Gentiles] mercy they also
may obtain mercy.
For God has concluded them all [Israel and Gentiles] in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon
all.
God concluded all in unbelief, in apathy, in stubbornness – all in the earth, both Israel and the Gentiles –
that He might have mercy upon all. God is saving all mankind in stages.
But focusing on Israel, “all Israel shall be saved.” This is in a specific order.
(1) Those Israelites and proselytes who died before the church of Christ according to the revelation
of the Administration of the Secret began and those following it until the first resurrection will be
raised from the dead at the resurrection of the just. This will be prior to Christ’s inauguration of
His Kingdom.
(2) Those alive at that time will be judged for entrance into the Kingdom.
(3) Those who are not worthy, along with the rest of Israel not yet saved, will be saved at the
Consummation of the eons when death is finally and permanently destroyed.

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

Page 95

Page 96

Irrefutable Proof of Universal Reconciliation -- Golko

The Consummation of All Things: God All in All
The Consummation of the eons is the culminating event that bears the fruit of God’s creation through
Christ’s redemptive work. Let’s see how this all plays out.
 I Corinthians 15:20-28 – But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept.
21 – For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
22 – For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
23 – But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward [Greek: “epeita,”
“thereupon”] they that are Christ's at his coming.
24 – Then [Greek: “eita,” “thereafter”] the end [Greek: “telos,” Consummation], when
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have
put down all rule and all authority and power.
25 – For he [Christ] must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
26 – The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
27 – For he [God] hath put all things under his [Christ’s] feet. But when he [God] saith,
all things are put under him [Christ], it is manifest that he [God] is excepted, which did
put all things under him [Christ].
28 – And when all things shall be subdued unto him [Christ], then shall the Son also
himself be subject unto him [God] that put all things under him [Christ], that God may
be All in all.
These verses appear in a letter to the church in this Administration of the Secret presently in force. They
appear nowhere else because they are part of the Secret of Christ which God kept secret from before
the disruption of the earth until revealed to the apostle Paul.
Let’s note some of the significant things God tells us in this section of Scripture.
First, let’s note the context. We need a few verses before this to set it correctly.
 I Corinthians 15:1-4 – Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:
And if Christ be not risen, then [is] our preaching vain, and your faith [is] also vain.
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that
he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:
And if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins.
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
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There was a false belief going around that there was no resurrection from the dead. This was also the
belief of the Sadducees, a leading religious sect in Israel. Paul argues that if what they were saying was
true, then Christ hasn’t been raised from the dead. And if that’s true, then we are preaching a false
gospel. Moreover, there is no way out of death if the dead are not raised. Even those in Christ who have
died have “perished” with no hope of being raised from the dead.
Now having reproved the false belief, Paul goes on to state the truth about the resurrection of the dead.
Instead of no resurrection, all will be made alive! Let’s watch how this develops.
In verse 20, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.”

Regarding the resurrection, Christ is the first fruits of them that slept.
The addition of the word “fruits” shows this is a harvest. The “first fruits” means “the first of the
harvest.” If the first fruits is holy, the lump, the remainder, is also holy (Romans 11:16). Christ is the first
fruits “of them that slept.”
 Romans 11:16 – For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy,
so are the branches.
This is a tremendous truth. Jesus was not the firstfruits from the dead who believed! He is the firstfruits
of them that “slept” meaning all who descend from Adam, for we are all mortal.
I provide the evidence in the first volume of this series, “What God’s Word Has to Say About Life, Death,
and Life Beyond Death” that “sleep” is figurative language for death because the dead are going to be
“awokakened” out of death. How many have slept? All who had lived and died until that time. Many
more have slept since then and not one has been made immortal. We know this from I Timothy 6:15
and 16 which states that Christ is the only one with immortality – and that will stay true until he returns
to make all alive, each class in their own order.
So, I wonder how many of “them that slept” – all who are dying in Adam – will be harvested? A few?
Some? Many? All? The context is about to tell us.
Verse 21 says, “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.” This will
be explained in the next verse.

All Mankind Shall Be Made Alive – Not Just Resurrected
Verse 22: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” This verse is making a direct
comparison between the fruit of Adam’s disobedience and the fruit of Christ’s obedience, as we are
taught in Romans chapter 5. There is a direct comparison being drawn between “in Adam all” and “in
Christ all.” Let’s look at it in a tabular format where we can see the direct comparison.
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The First Man Adam

The Second Man Christ

For as in

even so in

Adam

Christ

all are dying

shall all be made alive
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Now we have to determine who is “dying” and who “shall be made alive.”
“As in Adam all die.” How many “die” as a result of Adam’s transgression? Before I answer let me inform
you that the word “die” should be translated “dying.” It’s the Greek “indefinite” and is not the
equivalent of our English past tense. This shows how accurate God’s Word is. Not all will die because
some will be alive at Christ’s return. Those who believe at that time will not die. But in Adam “all are
dying.” All mankind inherited death from Adam. “All” mankind is dying in Adam; not a few; not just
some, but “all.” So “all who are dying” includes all mankind.
The next phrase, “even so” enforces the direct comparison… “as in Adam – even so in Christ.” What is
being compared? “all” mankind. The comparison is between “in Adam all” mankind and “in Christ all”
mankind. For a direct comparison to have any impact, it has to be “apples to apples, not apples to
oranges” as is commonly said. The “all” in both places must refer to the same group of people otherwise
the comparison is no comparison at “all.”
We were already instructed that Christ is the first fruits of them that slept. The scope of the discussion
is “all” mankind, for all came from Adam. All who have come from him who have died or eventually will
die are in view here.
Some argue only Christians will be raised in resurrection because “in Christ” means to be in alignment
and harmony with Christ. But the verse does not say “all in Christ” shall be made alive; it says “in Christ
all” shall be made alive. The “all” that shall be made alive are the same “all” that die in Adam else the
comparison fails.
Eventually all will be “in Christ” because all will confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father and
so “all” will eventually be “in Christ” (Philippians 2:9-11). That’s why “in Christ all” will be made alive; to
facilitate that happening.
I Corinthians is a reproof epistle. In this context, the apostle Paul is obviously reproving the false belief
that there is no resurrection. This was from gnostic thought that resurrection is a spiritual experience,
not a physical event. But, being here, it must be related to something in Romans since
I Corinthians is reproving practical error that crept into the church due to failure to adhere to the
doctrine in Romans. In Romans, we find the doctrine for why “all shall be made alive” in Christ.
 Romans 5:18,19 – Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous.
These two verses fit exactly with I Corinthians 15:22.
 I Corinthians 15:22 – For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
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Let’s look at all three of these verses of Scripture in chart format. It is very revealing.
Therefore… (Romans 5:18)
The First Man: Adam

The Second Man: Christ

By the offense of one

By the righteousness of one

judgment came upon

the free gift came upon

all men

all men

to condemnation

to justification of life

For As… (Romans 5:19)
By one man’s disobedience

By the obedience of one

the many were made

shall many be made

sinners

righteous

For as… (I Corinthians 15:22)

even so

In Adam

In Christ

all are dying

shall all be made alive

All three of these Scriptures are consistent and congruent.
1. By Adam’s offense, judgment unto condemnation came upon all mankind. The result is, all
mankind was made sinners and are dying.
2. By Christ’s righteousness, the free gift of righteousness came upon all mankind unto
justification of life. The result is, all mankind shall be made alive.
What is man’s role in all of this? Absolutely nothing. The Word of God is the record of two men: Adam
and Christ. One lost everything, the other saved it and launched it into the celestial sphere. Quite
amazing. On the cross, Jesus cried, “It is finished!” His sacrificial work was complete. His death paid for
the sins of the world. Soon he will return to claim what is his and to wrest the governments of the world
from the Adversary. Then he will set up righteous government like no-one has ever experienced.
We are reading the record in I Corinthians now where Paul is outlining the order in which all mankind
will be made alive.

“Made Alive” Means Life Beyond the Reach of Death
“Made alive” is the Greek word, “zoopoieo,” which means “vivified.” It is to be made alive from the
dead, beyond the reach of death. It is immortality.
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When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus had his human, earthly life temporarily restored to
him. Lazarus was not “vivified” so he died again.
Jesus demonstrated he was “the resurrection” in that event, but he did not demonstrate that he is “the
life.” He will when he returns and the last two ranks or classes of people are “made alive.”
“Vivified” means “life from God” which is to be “made alive” beyond the reach of death. In Christ, all
mankind shall eventually be “vivified.”
Paul answers the lie that “there is no resurrection” with the truth that: not only will all be resurrected…
All will be “made alive!”

The Order in Which All Mankind Shall Be Made Alive
Next, in order, we will consider verse 22.
 I Corinthians 15:23a – But every man in his own order:
We need to look at three Greek words before we discuss this section of I Corinthians. This is because the
Bible was not given in English. It was given in Koine Greek. If it was given in English, we would have a
much easier time reading and studying the Bible. But since it was not, we need to clarify the translations
men have made to learn exactly what God is communicating to us. If do not understand the words we
are considering, our understanding of what we are reading will also be wrong.
Unfortunately, there are many words in every modern version that are translated incorrectly, and even
more that are not translated as accurately as they should have been. We have a host of research tools at
our disposal today, including concordances, interlinears and language dictionaries, that allow us to easily
go back to the Greek texts to clarify any word or section of Scripture we want. This is a tremendous help.
Once you see what the following three Greek words mean, you will understand the translation much
better.
1. Strong’s 5001 tagma, tagmati (a neuter noun) – an ordered arrangement, reflecting God's
perfect wisdom in ordering all of creation (it only occurs in 1 Cor 15:23). See 5021 (tassō – “to
place”).
tágma ("order") extends to the principle of God's ordering to its natural results.
“tagmati” indicates more than two in succession
[Strong’s: ] that which has been arranged in order, a division, rank.
Usage: rank, division, an ordered series. From tasso; something orderly in arrangement (a
troop), i.e. (figuratively) a series or succession – order.
We can see that the word “tagmata” means an ordered sequence.
Let’s look at the second word.
2. Strong’s 1899 épeita (an adverb composed of 1909 /epí, "on, fitting" and 1534 /eíta, a
primitive particle meaning "then, to continue on") – properly, only then (emphasizing
what precedes is a necessary precursor).
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 I Corinthians 15:6 – After that [Greek, “epeita”], he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
The word “épeita” means “next,” only after something else.
Finally, the third Greek word…
3. Strong’s 1534 eíta (a primitive, temporal adverb communicating
time) – next (in succession), after that ("then").
then, next, therefore (an adverb denoting sequence)
Usage: then, thereafter, next (marking a fresh stage); therefore, then, furthermore.
 I Timothy 3:13 – For Adam was first formed, then [Greek, “eita”], Eve.
“Eíta” means “then,” “next,” or “thereupon” as in the next in succession, as the next one in an ordered
series.
The phrase, “every man” from “Every man in his own order” is the Greek word, “hekastos,” meaning
“each” when there are more than one items being enumerated. “Each” of the items is in view. The word
“both” would have been used if there were only two groups (Christ and those who believe in Christ). But
here, “each in his own order” refers to more than two groups or classes.
We see the word for “order” means “a “group,” or “rank” or “sequenced order.” In this context it
denotes a class of people distinct from the other classes mentioned. Here we have 3 classes: Christ,
those who believe in him, and everyone else.
Another reinforcement of this interpretation is in the use of the adverbs “epeita,” “thereupon” and
“eita,” “thereafter.” Both of these words are used to mark succession of time or order. This means that
one precedes the other which follows it in time or order. “Thereupon [Greek “epeita”] the
Consummation” is the third “rank” or “order” or “class” in the three mentioned.
We are told clearly here that everyone who is dying in Adam will be made alive, but not all at the same
time. God gives us the sequential order in which He will make “all” classes of people alive.
Let’s see how these words help us understand this section of I Corinthians 15.
 I Corinthians 15:23 – But every man in his own order [Greek “tagmati,” “rank” or “class” -- an
ordered series]:
(Class 1) Christ the firstfruits;
afterward [Greek: “epeita,” “thereupon” (next in sequence]:
(Class 2) they that are Christ's at his coming.
Then [Greek: “eita,” “thereafter” (next in order]:
(Class 3) the end [Greek: “telos,” Consummation], when
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
As we can see, there are three classes of people who constitute “all who are dying in Adam” that will be
“made alive” or “vivified” beyond the reach of death.
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The purpose of this section is to enumerate the order in which all who die in Adam will be made alive. It
does not stray from that declaration. The third class to be made alive is not named because it is obvious
that the only ones left dead are those who died the second death.
Let’s look more closely at these three groups or classes of people.
Class 1. The First Fruit, Christ
Christ is in a class all his own. He was the first risen from the dead and “made alive,” never to die again.
Class 2. Thereupon [“epeita” (next in sequence)] – those who are Christ’s at his coming [Greek:
“parousia,” “at his presence”]
This class consists of those who believe by faith.
“Coming” is the Greek word, “parousia” which indicates the personal presence of the one who “arrives.”
The “parousia” occurs during what is called, in Greek, the “suntelia.” “Suntelia” is a combination of
“sun,” together, and “telia” which is “finish” or “end.” It’s a “together finish;” in other words, a span of
events that occur at the end of a designated period of time. Two of the main events of Christ’s parousia
are his meeting his church in the air, and then his later his coming to earth for Israel. The Parousia occurs
at the end of this current evil eon.
a. The church of Christ – will meet the Lord in the air
– inherits the celestial realm (during the final two eons)
b. Israel – The resurrection of the just
– inherits the earthly realm (during the final two eons)
These are the two “elect” groups. The church of Christ was “chosen in him from before the disruption of
the world” while Israel’s Kingdom was conceived “from the disruption of the world.” Both of these two
groups are the “firstfruits” of God’s harvest.
 James 1:18 – Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.
Those who come out of the resurrection of the just (believers out of Israel and the Gentiles prior to the
Church of Christ, and after the Church is taken up until Christ’s return to the earth for Israel) will serve to
bring the nations into subjection unto Christ on earth.
The church of Christ will meet Christ in the air and will serve to bring the celestial host into subjection
unto Christ. Neither one or both classes constitute the entire harvest, but are the first fruits of each
class.
The entire world is the harvest.
Let’s continue with the third group – the next and final group – to be made alive.
Class 3. Thereafter [Greek: “eita” (next in sequence)] includes all those remaining who have not yet
been “made alive”
– when God becomes All in all
– when no jurisdiction remains other than God
– when death is obliterated
This is the third class; those who believe by sight.
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Next, we will look closely at “the Consummation” when God becomes “All in all.” We will find that this
event occurs when death, the last enemy, is finally destroyed.
But first, let’s review the verses we are studying to keep them ready in mind.
 I Corinthians 15:24 – Then [Greek: “eita,” “thereafter” (next in sequence] the end [Greek:
“telos,” Consummation], when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
The above verse is further delineated in verses 25-28 below.
 I Corinthians 15:25-28 – For he [Christ] must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
For he [God] hath put all things under his [Christ’s] feet. But when he [God] saith, all things are
put under him [Christ], it is manifest that he [God] is excepted, which did put all things under him
[Christ].
And when all things shall be subdued unto him [Christ], then shall the Son also himself be subject
unto him [God] that put all things under him [Christ], that God may be All in all.
Here are the three groups again, with more detail on the third group.
1) Christ first – “the firstfruits from the dead”
2) Thereafter [Greek, “eita”], those who are Christ’s at his coming
This occurs in two separate events
a. The church of Christ (the dead in Christ rise first, then we who are alive and remain shall
be gathered together with them in the clouds to meet our Lord).
b. All who lived before the church of Christ came into existence, and those who are
martyred during the Great Tribulation (this is termed “the resurrection of the just” in
God’s Word).
3) Thereupon [Greek, “epeita”] the Consummation – when death will be completely destroyed.
The third group of people to be vivified, made alive, is not named because it is obvious the only ones still
dead, which are those who were judged at the Great White Throne and were afterward cast into the
lake of fire, which is the second death. While they stay dead, death still exists. You cannot have death
where death does not exist.
Please observe that verses 25 through 28 are an expanded explanation of verse 24. I have indented
those verses below to emphasize this. This section reports the subjugation of all things in heaven and
earth to Christ, including the last enemy, death. The first death was cast into the lake of fire at the start
of the new heaven and new earth. The second death remains. That is the only one left to destroy. There
is no third death. Death is completely destroyed, never to return. This is the final enemy Christ destroys.
He alone has “the keys to death and hades…”
Let’s look at the literary structure of this section for even more clarity.
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(I Corinthians 15:20-24)
A. The First Fruit, Christ
B. Thereupon those who are Christ’s in His presence
C. Thereafter the Consummation
(I Corinthians 15:25-28:)
1. Whenever he may be giving up the kingdom to his God and Father
2. Whenever he should be nullifying all sovereignty and all authority and
power
3. For he must be reigning until he should be placing all his enemies
under his feet
4. The last enemy being abolished is death.
3. For he subjects all under his feet
2. Now whenever he may be saying that all is subject, it is evident that it is
outside of Him who subjects all to him
1. Now whenever all may be subjected to him, then the son himself also shall be
subjected to Him who subjects all to him, that God may be All in all.
We can see from the structure that element “C” is expanded and explained in verses 25-28. This shows
us that the Consummation, element “C,” is centered around the last enemy being destroyed, or
abolished, which is death. This is because this entire section of I Corinthians 15:20-28 is presenting the
truth that God make all alive through Christ and also the order in which He will do it.
The structure sheds an enormous amount of light on this section of Scripture.
In members “1” and “1” we have Christ giving up the kingdom to his God and Father when all is
subjected unto him, and submitting to His God and Father.
In members “2” and “2” we have Christ nullifying all sovereignty and all authority and power – except
for God who subjects all to Christ.
In members “3” and “3” we have Christ reigning until he places all enemies under his feet – for he
subjects all to himself.
Finally, in member “4” we have the last enemy to be abolished, which is death, after all else is subject to
Christ. This is the fulcrum of the revelation. This is when the third class is finally made alive. This
completes God’s purpose for the Eonian Times – to head up all things in heaven and on earth in Christ –
and also His purpose in creation: He becomes “All in all.”
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I used to interpret this section as meaning, “Christ the first fruits, those who are Christ’s at his coming,
then it’s all over.” That’s it, the end. Only Christ and those who believe in him will be “made alive.” But I
Corinthians 15:22 says all who are dying in Adam will be made alive in Christ. It is obvious not all have
been raised to life at that point. Death still exists.
This is the difference between letting the Word of God interpret itself to us and us taking our
interpretation to the Word. God’s Word has already taught us all will be made alive, right here in this
section. It needs no corroboration. But there are plenty of other sections and verses of Scripture that
testify to the same thing. If we interpret this ourselves as saying only those in Christ shall be made alive,
then we have broken the Word elsewhere. I have already shown 11 of those sections and verses that
further validate and reinforce what is being taught to us by God’s Word here.

Why is the Resurrection of the Unjust Not Included in Paul’s Sequential Order?
Why is the resurrection of the unjust and the Great White Throne judgment not included in Paul’s order
of end-time events here in I Corinthians 15:20-28? Simply because when the unbelieving and wicked are
raised for judgment, they die again – they are not “made alive” beyond the reach of death. They die the
second death. However this group is the third group in the ordered sequence, as we have seen. They will
be “made alive” at the Consummation – not at the Great White Throne Judgment.

The Timing of the Consummation
The following order of events occurs beginning with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ all
the way through to the Consummation.
1. Christ crucified, buried, then resurrected and “made alive.”
2. Christ’s church is “made alive” (the dead in Christ rise and we who are alive and remain are
caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air (I Thessalonians 4:20-28).
3. A short time later, Christ returns to the earth and raises the just at the former resurrection –
these are “made alive” and serve as priests and kings in the Millennial Kingdom.
Thus far in the sequence, only the first two classes of people have been “made alive.”
4. During the Millennial Kingdom, Christ rules the nations from Jerusalem with a rod of iron – all
are brought into subjection except the great multitude who revolt at the end of the Kingdom
period. A great fire comes down from heaven and devours the irreverent mob.
5. At the end of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom, the resurrection of the unjust and the Great White
Throne judgment occur. These are not “made alive” but die the second death in the lake of
fire.
6. The New Heaven and Earth is created. Christ rules with the scepter of God’s love, not with
the rod of iron. Christ is still King. Nations still exist. Israel still rules the nations. All rule and
authority has not yet been eliminated. Death still exists because those who died “the second
death” in the lake of fire are still dead.
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7. The Consummation occurs at the end of the eon of the New Heaven and Earth.

Proof the Consummation Occurs After the New Heaven and Earth:
1. All creatures in heaven and on earth have to first be brought into subjection unto Christ.
2. Christ must first rule out all rule, putting an end to all authority other than God, and he must
abdicate his throne (he is still on his throne on the New Heaven and Earth).
3. Christ must abolish death to bring it into subjection; it is the last “enemy” – there is no dying
during the New Heaven and Earth period, but death still exists because those who were disposed
of in the lake of fire which IS the second death are still dead. These are “made alive” at the
Consummation, and God becomes “All in all,” completing His purpose in Creation.
When will “hades” be destroyed? When its “residents” are evacuated at the latter resurrection to
appear at the Great White Throne judgment – no death exists at that point because none are left dead,
hence “death and hades are cast into the Lake of Fire.” Notice death is destroyed because no dead
remain dead.
When will the second death, called “the lake of fire” be destroyed? When its “residents” are evacuated
at the Consummation. Death will still exist as long as any of those who have died remain dead. When
they are “made alive” at the Consummation, the second and last death will finally be destroyed and
abolished.
Death, not “dying,” will be destroyed. Dying was destroyed when the earth was destroyed by fire before
the New Creation. There is no dying on the New Heaven and New Earth. But death will not be destroyed
until the Consummation following the New Earth.
If “life” was destroyed, no living would remain including God. Likewise, for death to be destroyed,
nothing dead can remain.
The following chart depicts the order of events laid out by the apostle Paul in this section in
I Corinthians 15.
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At the Consummation, all those who have not yet been made alive will be. Jesus will have brought
everything in heaven and earth in subjection to himself (I Corinthians 15:24), resulting in the
reconciliation of all things in heaven and earth to God through the blood of his cross (Colossians 1:20).
This is the fulfillment of God’s promise in the secret of Christ, to head up all things in heaven and on
earth in him (Ephesians 1:10). This completely accomplishes God’s purpose in the eons.
Then Christ will turn the Kingdom over to God, laying his diadems at God’s feet, and will subject himself
to God himself as he always has. At that point God will be “All in all” (I Corinthians 15:28) and his
Kingdom will have no end. God cannot be “All in all” until “all” are raised when death is abolished.

Final Words
Imagine a universe in which God Himself is fully in every created being and God is every being’s “all!”
Love will reign supreme and God will live through His creatures. God’s purpose in Creation will be fully
realized at the Consummation when all God’s creatures will, in unity, radiate the glory of the invisible
God in all we say and do. This is God’s purpose in creation that He has promised He will fulfill.
What a glorious God we have! Praise Lord Jesus and our wonderful, only wise God.
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After the Consummation
We are not told anything about what happens after the eons conclude. Will there be an earth after the
Consummation? We are not told. We are told that God will be “All in all” and there will be no need for
any authority outside of God. He is Sovereign; He is the sole Authority. All will be one in God and God
will be fully “in all.” This was God’s goal from the beginning, which he purposed in Himself “before
Eonian Times.”
We can try to think about what it will be like after the eons, but right now we can only dimly imagine it.
If you think life can be good now – at times – imagine when every living moment is great! No obstacles
will be in our way as God works in and through each of us. We have no reason to doubt or fear because
when God is fully in each creature, all will be “very good.” Death will have been permanently destroyed.
Evil will have been purged from God’s creation. Because of the goodness of God, and because of His
love, His wisdom and His light, and because of His endless life, we know we are secure in Him for all
eternity.
Seeing how wonderful the present creation is, even in the midst of a curse, we can imagine a bit about
the glory to come – but only a bit. We are assured and can believe there is no real comparison between
the Eonian Times and that which follows. I can’t wait – can you? But we have to! Not too long though!
Come Lord Jesus! Amen!
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The Main Objections to Universal Reconciliation
I often get the same objections when sharing the truth of Universal Reconciliation with people. I’ll
address them here because you may have the same questions. These are objections that are raised even
after the Word of God has been presented on the subject, showing they come from distorted mental
imagery provided by teachings that don’t measure up to God’s Word and that are actually refuted by it.
Let’s see if I can help with the understanding.

1) Why evangelize the world if God is going to save everyone?
That’s a good question. The answer is simple. Because God wants to involve us in His work.
 Ephesians 2:8-10 – For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has
before ordained that we should walk in them.
God isn’t saving everyone all at the same time. There’s a reason for the sequence of events He has laid
out. For example, in the present Administration of the Secret, God exhibits His undeserved grace poured
out upon the most undeserving people that ever lived. In the two ages to come He will raise the church
up to the highest position in the Universe under His Son. He hasn’t chosen everyone for the church of
Christ, only some. We are not sent to “evangelize the world,” but to go find those He has chosen. Christ
is building his church now, he is not saving the entire world yet. Through us, God is showing the world
and the principalities and powers His sovereignty, His wisdom and His great love so they too will want it.
God is calling out His elect, chosen from before the disruption of the earth, before He even made man.
Not all are elect. We witness to everyone because we don’t know who God has chosen. But He leads us
to them as we follow His guidance. Don’t needlessly worry about those who do not believe now,
everyone will be saved at their appointed time. We are just to find those God has called to the church of
Christ in this period of time. The rest will come later. Speak to everyone, those who are chosen will hear.
It takes many seeds to produce an abundant crop.
There’s a reason for everything God does, and the reason we reach out to people is because God wants
us to. He sends us to find those He’s chosen in this period of time.

2) If God is going to save everyone, why should I care what I do?
Sorry but that’s a totally selfish question. Go ahead. You can do anything you want to do – you always
could, within the bounds set by the Creator. But haven’t you read what’s at stake? The Law constrains by
fear of loss and fear of retribution. The spirit of God constrains because of love. You are a servant to
whom you serve, sin unto death or life unto righteousness. Yes, you’ll be saved eventually no matter
what you do, but you’ll lose a big part of things to come if you do whatever you please and you, like
everyone else, will have to face the judgment of God. Why not believe God and please Him now instead?
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Those believers who do what they want instead of pursing God’s will suffer loss of rewards they could
have had. Those rewards have to do with reigning with Christ during the next two eons. Why sacrifice
heavenly rewards for earthly pleasures? Again, it’s your choice, but choose wisely. Those who walk with
God will suffer persecution, but the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that is coming.

3) If believers receive “eonian” life instead of “eternal” life, do they indeed have
“eternal” life?
This is a good, logical question. The assurance that we will never die is not in the word “aionios,”
“eonian,” but wrongly translated “eternal,” rather it’s in the truth that we receive “incorruptible” and
“immortal” bodies. An incorruptible and immortal body will never corrupt – it will never die. The reason
“eonian” life is used is to contrast the period of time those who believe by faith before Christ returns will
be made alive during the same period of time unbelievers and the wicked suffer “eonian death.”
Eventually all shall me “made alive” beyond the reach of death, and will be immortal, but what about
during the next two eons? Which would you rather have during that huge span of time? Eonian life or
eonian death?

4) How can God save a Hitler when Hitler did so much evil to God’s people?
This objection comes about from the false belief that we who believe had something to do with our own
salvation. This is faulty human reasoning. We did not! There is nothing special about us in ourselves that
caused God to choose us from before the disruption of the earth back in that first eon! He chose us
before we were even born – before we could offer God anything, as if we ever could. It was His
sovereign choice and we had nothing to do with it.
When you realize that you believe because God caused you to believe – that you have faith because
God gave you faith – then you will understand how God will do that same thing for all without
exception, eventually. But, everyone in his own order; Christ the firstfruits; afterward those who are
Christ’s at his coming, then the rest when death is finally destroyed. This leaves none out.
Hitler will meet the glorified Christ, will be judged for his individual sins, and will serve out his sentence.
After that he will die again, until the Consummation at which time he will rise again, purged of all evil
and unbelief, confessing Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. He will be saved.

5) God is going to torment the devil forever, why do you say He isn’t?
This is perhaps the hardest thing to understand. For centuries it’s been taught that the devil and the
“fallen” angels cannot be redeemed. Yet God says through the blood of Christ, all things in heaven and
on earth will be reconciled unto Him. Reconciliation requires redemption first. We can either accept
what God says or go by our own human judgment. There is not one verse of Scripture in the entire Word
of God that says the Adversary and the errant messengers will not be saved. This is wholly theological
fabrication that is against the truth of God’s Word.
Hogwash you say, the devil deserves His due. You are correct. There is a judgment and an adjudication
the devil and those other spiritual beings and spirits must submit to before they can be reconciled. But
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God is able, my friend. God is Sovereign. You may not want the devil and his host to be reconciled, but
you are not God. Nothing joys God’s heart more than His creatures learn His ways and submit
themselves to Him. Who are we to stand in opposition to that? When God saves the most corrupt of
sinners, that glorifies God for Who He is – the Savior of the world – and it should bring the most
supreme joy to God’s people.
The devil’s God-given purpose was to set a backdrop of evil so we could learn what good is. This reveals
the invisible God to mankind. We learn by contrast and comparison. Adam did not know good or evil
until he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He was in the midst of good but did not
realize it. There is not one indication He worshipped God or even appreciated what God had given him
and made him to be. He didn’t have one hungry night. No evil ever touched him. How could he know
what evil was? How could he know what good was without having something to compare it to?
Once God’s purpose in introducing evil has been achieved, evil will be removed. Are you in doubt that
the Almighty God cannot purge evil from the Adversary himself, or from the spirit beings and spirits that
sided with him? God has the authority, the power and the means by which He can do anything He
wants. If God, through Jesus, told us to forgive our enemies, why wouldn’t God do the same?
This objection is purely human in scope and is based on our own faulty reasoning and sense of love and
justice. God will indeed reconcile all things unto Himself, including the devil and His host. Once evil has
been purged from all those who manifest evil, there will be no propensity for evil at all. It won’t exist.
God’s judgments are made to correct that which is wrong. Once the corrections have been made,
reconciliation occurs. Christ’s sacrifice not only saves all of mankind, but the entire creation including
spiritual beings and spirits.

6) We should not teach Universal Reconciliation because people will keep on sinning
God teaches “Universal Reconciliation” in His Word – who are we to say it should not be taught? The
truth is, only those who are called and chosen will believe during the period of time we live in, called
“The Administration of the Secret.” The rest will believe later. There is absolutely nothing anyone can do
to prevent anyone God has called and chosen from being saved. God’s will is stronger than man’s.
To teach the alternatives of Eternal Torment or Annihilation instead of Universal Reconciliation is an
affront to God’s character. They both deny God’s love and mercy for all of His created beings. They both
miss the teaching of God’s ultimate purpose and how He’s going about to achieve it. God revealed His
purpose for a reason, and we are charged to herald it forth (“these things command and teach.)”

7) The teaching of Universal Reconciliation is called heretical by most church leaders
There isn’t one denomination that teaches Universal Reconciliation. Does that mean it’s heretical? If the
denominations are left to determine what is heretical or not, we are submerged in a mass of confusion.
They cannot agree among themselves on what the Word of God says, nor do they care any longer. The
Word of God is treated as a touchpoint only. They find verses that they think support their pet doctrines
and only share those. But when what they share does not agree with the rest of Scripture, so it holds no
truth or authority.
What is “heretical” is the doctrine of eternal torment. It’s heretical because it reduces God to an angry
fiend who gets extreme pleasure out of torturing the helpless, not for a duration of time, but eternally.
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That is sick. “Hellfire preachers” go out of their ways to invent methods of torture to explain how God
can do such a thing. When confronted with the truth that God serves different sentences depending
upon the crime committed, I heard one preacher say, “Well then God is going to pour boiling oil on the
heads of those who commit the more severe crimes.” OK, where is that in God’s Word? I heard another
say, “Many people have expressed doubt that God will actually torture people forever. Let me help you
with that. It’s not that He wants to torture them forever, but they keep cursing God and He keeps
judging them over and over again. He judges them, they curse Him so He judges them again and they
curse Him again, and it never ends. That’s why they are tormented forever and ever.” What a heresy is
this! How outrageous. Where is the Scripture on that please?
To these I say, “You don’t know the Scriptures nor the power of God.” You don’t know the Scriptures
because they teach Universal Reconciliation. You don’t know the power of God because you think He is
unable to do what He says He will do.

8) The teaching of Universal Reconciliation weakens the gospel and the cross of Christ
The teaching of Universal Reconciliation shows how huge the scope of Christ’s work is. Through his
cross, he accomplished the salvation of the entire creation, not the salvation of a few. His sacrifice
redeems all mankind and reconciles all things in heaven and on earth to God. How does that “weaken
the cross?” The message of the cross is not weakened, it is glorified for what it really did accomplish. The
other two alternatives, Eternal Torment and Annihilation, do weaken the gospel and the cross of Christ
because they leave the vast majority of mankind and all the errant spiritual beings lost for eternity. They
make God and our Lord Jesus Christ failures in their mission to be the “Savior of the world.”

9) Universal Reconciliation takes away the fear of judgment
which motivates people to good
It’s the goodness of God that leads people to repentance according to Romans 2:4, not the fear of
eternal torment.
 Romans 2:4 – Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering;
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?
The heresy of eternal torment has driven more people away from God than it has drawn them closer to
Him. This is because people can’t understand how a righteous, just God who is Love and Light; whose
mercy triumphs over judgment, could torture anyone for all of eternity. It turns people away from God.
It’s true that “the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10),” but it’s the “goodness of
God” that leads one to repentance. The “fear of God” is simply recognizing God is Sovereign and it is He
who has the power to give life or to remove it, which results in death.

10) Universal Reconciliation denies the penalty of sin and the need for judgment
I have read several disputations of Universal Reconciliation, but in each one I’ve read, the author has put
up a “straw man” when describing this doctrine. This objection is commonly repeated. But Universal
Reconciliation does not deny the awfulness of sin and the need for judgment. If it did there would be no
need for Christ’s sacrifice which is central to salvation.
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No person escapes the judgment of God. Those who believe now by faith will escape the wrath of God
and the White Throne judgment that leads to chastisement and the second death. But even we will
stand before Christ at the Bema to receive the things done in the body while here on earth.
God doesn’t save the unbeliever and wicked person without judgment and eventual justification. That
justification comes only through Christ’s blood on the cross. It does, however, magnify the scope of what
Christ accomplished and extends its benefits to the entire universe.
Were you saved by works? Of course not. Were you saved because of anything you are or have done?
It’s ridiculous to even ask! Any person is saved only by God’s grace through the faith of Jesus Christ.
Some believe now, all the rest will believe when the meet Jesus later. God is able to purge unbelief and
evil from their hearts just as He did with us. What makes us better than them? Nothing at all but God’s
election. The church of Christ is first, Israel is second and all unbelievers and the wicked come into God’s
Kingdom last. Each and every one is saved by God’s grace through the faith of Jesus Christ, because
Jesus’ sacrificial offering that paid for the sins of the whole world was well-pleasing to God.
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Summary and Conclusion
I asked one question at the beginning of this course: What will happen to unredeemed man at death?
There are three views on this but only one can be correct.

Eternal Torment
(Damnation)

Annihilation

Universal
Reconciliation

Revelation 20:10
Matthew 25:46
(eternal punishment)

Revelation 20:14
II Thessalonians 1:9

Reconciliation:
Colossians 1:20
Justification”
Romans 5:18
Vivification:
I Corinthians 15:22

Even though modern translations support all three doctrines, only one can be true because they are
mutually exclusive. I believe Universal Reconciliation is the only true doctrine of the three for the
following reasons.
Through the 12 Biblical texts we have just studied, we conclude the following.
•

Every Knee will Bow and Every Tongue Confess that Jesus is Lord (Philippians-2-9-11)

•

Colossians 1:20 Proves God will Reconcile
All of His Creation

•

The Wages of Sin is Death – Not Eternal Torment and Not Annihilation
(Romans 6:23)

•

I Timothy 4:10 Proves God will Save All Mankind

•

I Timothy 2:3-6 Teaches Us God’s Will Concerning the Salvation of All

•

I John 2:2 Declares Christ Paid for the Sins of the Whole World

•

Jesus Is the Savior of the World
(I John 4:14, John 4:42)

•

Jesus Will Draw All Mankind unto Himself
(John 12:31-33)

•

Romans 5:12-19 Teaches All Mankind Will Be Justified

•

All Israel Shall Be Saved (Romans 11:25-27)

•

God Has Concluded All in Unbelief that He Might Have Mercy Upon All
(Romans 11:30-32)

•

The Consummation of All Things:
God All in All (I Corinthians 15:20-28)
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In those 12 texts…
•

We have found irrefutable evidence that God will reconcile all in heaven and all in earth to
Himself through the cross of Christ

•

God’s Word does not contradict itself anywhere because God authored it

•

These verses must be considered when considering other verses on the same subject

•

Apparent contradictions must be worked out from inside the Word of God out

So now let’s let God’s Word answer that paramount question, “What will happen to unredeemed man at
death?”
 I Corinthians 15:28 – And when all things shall be subdued unto him [Christ], then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him [God] that put all things under him [Christ], that God may be All
in all.
This is God’s glorious purpose in creation and He will achieve it. The price has already been paid for the
sins of the entire universe. Soon Christ will return and assert His God given authority over all things.
What a glorious time we have to look forward too – especially when God becomes All in all. Praise God
for His wisdom and grace and for His Son Jesus Christ and his faith.
Amen.
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What is There to Refute?
For those who still want to refute Universal Reconciliation, consider this soberly. You cannot just ignore
the verses and sections of Scripture I have presented. The entire Word of God has to fit together without
contradiction. As I stated before we began, you can find verses to fit both the doctrine of eternal
torment, or damnation, and annihilation in modern versions of the Bible. But examining all the verses
that support either one of those other two doctrines exposes wrongly translated words which lead to
errors in understanding what those verses actually mean. Those errors are easily resolved using a simple
concordance. When those verses are analyzed in light of the rest of the Word of God, they fit only with
the doctrine of Universal Reconciliation.
The doctrine of Universal Reconciliation is the only one of the three that fits with the entire Word of God
when it is translated correctly and understood as a whole. The Word of God is inerrant. It is our duty to
work out what it says, with God’s help through His Spirit, so that it is in full agreement from Genesis 1:1
through Revelation 22:21.
I presented irrefutable proof, direct from the Word of God, that declares God will reconcile all
humankind, including Israel, and all the spiritual host to Himself through Christ. If you’ve received this
teaching and believe it you will benefit in many ways including the following.
•

As a result, you will better come to know God, Who truly is the Sovereign God of Love, Wisdom
and Power.

•

You’ll get a better grasp of the scope of Christ’s accomplishment on the cross for the glory of God
and the salvation of the universe.

•

Finally, you’ll see yourself in God’s plan more clearly.
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Where to Get the Full Story
The complete story can be found in my three-volume “Unto Perfection” series available at the
LiveFaith.TV web site. These three volumes include:
1) What the Word of God Says About Life, Death and Life Beyond Death
Volume One explains why people die, why the world is the way it is, and what the only way out
of the death state is.
2) What the Word of God Says About Salvation: The Forgiveness of Sins, Conciliation, Justification
and Reconciliation
Volume Two investigates all the key words related to the subject of “soteriology,” or “salvation.”
Learn about the means of salvation and the process of salvation for different classes of people.
3) God’s Purpose in Creation: The Consummation of All Things
Volume Three reveals the Eonian Times and how God is bringing about His purpose in the eons
as well as His purpose in creation. This volume reveals the plan of God, the judgments of God and
how and when God will become All in all.
In these three volumes you will find detailed information about each of these topics and you will learn
more about the multi-faceted Wisdom of God.
Thank you for reading this short introduction. I pray you will continue with the details in the three
volumes listed above. Be sure to watch the videos in the course on LiveFaith.TV.
Richard Allen Golko
LiveFaith.TV
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About LiveFaith.TV
LiveFaith.TV is a web site devoted to the research and teaching of God’s Word. It contains inspirational
videos, articles, blog posts and courses designed to present and teach God’s Word to whoever has a
willing mind and heart to learn.
Jesus told his apostles, “Freely you have received, freely give.” I do not merchandize God’s Word. All
content is made available for free consumption. If you find the work there valuable to you and you
would like to contribute, I’ve provided a Donate button to accommodate you. I am seeking people who
want to contribute on a regular basis so I can devote more time to developing and promoting this
material. At this time in my life I am working part time as a software developer to pay my expenses and
fund this work. The more money I have, the more I can reach out. In this world, it costs money to pay
necessary living expenses and to promote content.
There are also other ways you can contribute.
If you are one who would like to learn how to research and present the rightly-divided Word of God, I
invite you to join our Biblical Research Team. The more spiritually minded people we have doing the
work, the more we can produce. I do require people who want to join our Team to complete the course,
“How to Study God’s Word.” Once you’ve successfully completed that course, you’ll be presented with
an invitation to join our Biblical Research Team. The purpose of the course is to get everyone involved
acquainted with sound Biblical research methods and procedures so we can work together in unity.
I also ask you to pray for me and this ministry, and for God to open doors of utterance for all of us who
are involved to speak the secret of the gospel as we ought to speak. I also invite you to tell others you
know who hunger and search for righteousness and truth about LiveFaith.TV. I am available for live
teaching as time permits. If your group or church would like to take advantage of this opportunity,
contact me. My contact information is available on the LiveFaith.TV website.
God bless you and yours; may God enrich your knowledge and understanding of His Word which He
magnified above His own name.
 Richard Allen Golko
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